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The Meaning of One Letter

One of my favorite Jewish 
magazine columns is Joseph 
Lowin’s “About Hebrew”.  
Mr. Lowin has been writing 
this column for more 
than twenty-five years for 
Hadassah Magazine, and 
always follows the same 
format.  Since virtually every 
Hebrew word is derived 
from a three letter root, 
Joseph Lowin will select one 
of these roots each month, 
and show the connection of 
the words derived from it.

In his most recent column 
he chose the root, gimel, vet, 
heh which means to be tall.  
Govah is the Hebrew word 
for height, but it is related to 
the word gabbai, a term we 
use today for the person who 
distributes the honors on 
Shabbat morning and assists 
the Torah reader.  However, 

the gabbai was originally a 
treasurer who “raised” and 
distributed funds.  Hagbah, 
also derived from this root, is 
the honor of lifting the Torah 
after it is read.  And within 
the secular and more modern 
realm a magbe’ah is the tire 
jack you use to “raise” a car 
in order to fix a flat.

The beauty of these three 
letter roots is that they 
suggest the interrelationship 
between words and contexts.  
Perhaps the most familiar 
Hebrew root to us is shin, 
lamed, mem—shalom.  We 
associate the word with 
peace but it is also the word 
for hello and goodbye since 
we are wishing that someone 
come in peace or go in peace.  
However the basic meaning 
of the root is wholeness or 
completeness.  In its verb 
form, leshalem, it means to 
pay someone since when 
you have paid, you have 
completed the transaction.   
We wish someone who is 
ill a Refuah Shlemah, a 
complete recovery. We hope 
they will find renewed health 
and once again be restored 
to wholeness.  One of the 
most important values in 
Judaism is Shalom Bayit, 
peace in the house.   We 
try to create a family that 
is whole and unified rather 
than divided and splintered.   
Yerushalayim (Jerusalem) is 
the City of Peace where one 
can feel religiously whole 
and complete.  

Sometimes one small letter 
attached to a three letter 
root can make a huge 
difference.  Rabbi David 
Lerner of Lexington, 
Massachusetts recently 
noted in a column 
that sometimes his 
synagogue office would 
sign its mailings to the 
congregation with the 
phrase l’Shalom, go to 
peace, and sometimes with 
the phrase b’Shalom, go in 
peace; it used the phrases 
interchangeably.  He points 
out that the one little letter 
can make a big difference 
as indicated in the Talmud:

“One who takes leave from 
his friends should not say 
Lech B’Shalom, “go in 
peace”, but rather, Lech 
l’Shalom, “go to peace”.  
Yitro told Moses (his son-
in-law), “Lech l’Shalom”, 
“Go to peace.  Moses went 
and was successful in his 
mission.  David told his 
son, Avshalom: “Lech 
b’Shalom” “Go in peace”.  
Avshalom went and was 
hanged.  When taking leave 
of the deceased, however 
one should say Lech 
b’Shalom.”  (Brakhot 64a)

It would seem that the 
balance between life and 
death can hang on one tiny 
letter.  As we go through 
life we want to go to peace; 
we want to bring our 
families, our friends, and 
our communities closer to 
peace.  But at the end of 

by Rabbi Kurshan

Print 
Returns!

Attention all 
congregants:

Back by popular
 demand

The print edition of the bulletin is 
coming back this fall.

If you are interested in helping 
out with mailings or would like 
to place an ad, please contact:

Kim Willen

at kwillen@mac.com  for more 
information

con’t pg. 2
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HJC Babysitters
 

 Olivia Bendit:   
 Cell: 631.466.4068     Home: 631.261.1198    
 Aliyah Cohen (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.1116    Home: 631.423.6814  
 Rebecca Kramer (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.560.1911      Home: 631.385.4317 
 Jake Kramer (19 yrs. old)   Home: 631.385-4317  
 Shana Ledner (15 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.236.6687      Home: 631.754.0246 
 Esti Lodge (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.0943     Home: 631.427.4654 
 Marisa Pashkin (15 yrs. old) 631.423.6472 
 Jenny Rosen (15 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.514-.9061     Home: 239.6498  
 Rina Steinberg (14 yrs .old)  
 Cell: 631.255.9808   Home: 631.424.2954 
 Michael Valente (17 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.456.0514    Home: 423.2507   
 Anna Wertheim  
 Home: 631.549.2602  Cell: 631.901.7535  
 Taylor Weiss  

 Home: 631-754-2146 Cell: 631 418-6074    
 
To be included on this list, please send your information to 
Gail Lodge at nylodges@msn.com. 

    

 We gratefully acknowledge  
 the support received from the 
 

Fund for 
Jewish Education 

Sponsored by

        Caroline and Joseph S. Gruss 
       Life Monument Funds, Inc. 

and

Maxine Fisher

2011/2012

Kim Willen

2011/2012

Lisa Rousso

Sue Lefkowitz

WHO BY FIRE, WHO BY WATER

Monday evening, Septmber 19 
8:00 pm in the Family Life Center

We will study together what is perhaps the most powerful prayer in 
the liturgy of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the Untaneh Tokef. 
This prayer, with its powerful imagery of passing like a flock of 
sheep one by one before God as God records our fate for the coming 
year in the Book of Life speaks to our vulnerability and mortality 
as human beings.   Who will live and who will die; who by fire and 
who by water; who by neglect and who by despair?   Join us in a 
community study of this prayer with Rabbi Kurshan and deepen 
your spiritual preparation for the holidays.  All are welcome.  

A Pre-Rosh HaShanah Workshop 
with Rabbi Kurshan

Eva Hofman Kramer Memorial 
Selichot Lecture

Saturday night, September 24 at 9:30 pm

We are pleased to announce that this year’s speaker will be David 
Makovsky, Director and Distinguished Fellow of the Washington 
Institute for the Near East Policy Project on the Middle East Peace 
Process. He also is a lecturer at Johns Hopkins University and a 
member of the Council of Foreign Relations and the London based 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. Mr. Maskovsky is both a 
frequent on-the-record commentator on the Middle East in the lead-
ing media, as well as an an off-the-record source for many leading 
journalists writing about the Middle East.  Join us for an evening 
with one of the most respected and insightful analysts of Israel 
and the Middle East. Selichot Services at 11:45 pm will follow the 
lecture.

Josh Morris, Pamela and Abigail Wax sifting thru cave dirt for trea-
sure in Israel.

Kim Willen
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Shavuot Tikkun

The Chain of 
Transmission

Bring a family heirloom to our Shavuot Tikkun, and 
tell the Jewish story behind it. The heirloom can be 
something Jewish or general as long as its story has a 
Jewish association.  Do you have something connected 
to Shabbat, to a holiday such as Passover, or to a lifecycle 
event that is a part of of your family’s story? If it is not 
portable, bring a picture.

Rabbi Kurshan will teach a text about the transmission of 
Jewish tradition, and we will share the stories of our family 
heirlooms. The Tikkun will take place on the first night of 
Shavuot--Tuesday, June 3 at 8:00 pm.

life we can no longer go to peace.  We can go in peace in the sense 
that our soul should be at rest in the world to come.  Thus when we 
speak of those who have died we say Lech b’Shalom.

I hope that wherever your summer plans take you, whether near or 
far, that you will Lech l’Shalom, that you will go to peace.  May it 
be a restful summer in which you know a sense of shlemut-a sense 
of completeness that will restore your body and your soul.

Tisha B’Av Services
Tisha B’Av services will be held on

Monday night, August 4

 at 8:00 pm

in the Lief Chapel.  

Members of the congregation will chant the Book of Eicha 
(Lamentations) by candlelight as we commemorate the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and other tragic events 
in Jewish history.  It is customary not to wear leather shoes 
and to wear comfortable clothes in order to sit on the floor.  
Candles will be provided, but those attending are encouraged 
to bring a flashlight. 

Rabbi  con’t from page 1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1             JNN 
 

Last Day of  
Religious 

School  
 
Israel Day  
Parade 

2 
 

3 
Tikkun Leyl     
Shavuot - 
Services 8pm 
 

RS Awards 
 

EREV  
SHAVUOT 

4 No ECC 
   Office Closed 
 

Shavuot 1st Day 
Services 9:30am  
  

Evening Services 
         8pm 
 

 SHAVUOT 

5 No ECC 
   Office Closed 
  

Shavuot 2n Day 
Services 9:30am 
 
  SHAVUOT 
    YIZKOR 

6 
Installation  
of Officers and 
Trustees 8pm 
 
 
Shabbat  
Services 8pm 

7 
 
Services 9am 
 
 
 
 
Beha’alotecha 

8         JNN 
 

9 
 
Sisterhood 
Board 8pm 

10 
 

11 12 
 
   Last Day of  
        ECC 
 
Calendar  
Meeting-7pm 
     

13  
Minyannaire  
of the Year  
Breakfast 

 

ECC Graduation 
 

Shabbat Under 
the Stars-8pm 

14   Seniors  
      Honoring 

 

Birthday Shab-
bat (June/July) 

 

Services 9am 
       

             Shelach 

15        JNN 
 
 
 
 
 

FATHERS 
DAY 

16 
 

17 18 
 
Social Action -
2pm 

19 20 
Last Day of 
Kindergarten 
 

Honoring of 
Susie Meisler 
 
Shabbat  
Services 8pm 

21 
Services 9am 
 
 
 
 
 
           Korach  

22          JNN 23 24 25 
 

Long Term  
Vision  

Committee  
  7:45pm 

26 27 
Shabbabecue 
         6pm 
 
 
 
Shabbat  
Services  8pm 

28 
Services 9am 
 
 
 
             Chukat 
ROSH  
CHODESH 

29          JNN 
 
 
 
 
 
ROSH 
CHODESH 

30 
 
Summer  
Camp 
Begins 

     

June 2014 
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CONDOLENCES
Susan Margolies & Linda Novick on the death of their mother, Dorothy Malkin.

Bob Mesard on death of his wife, Betty Mesard.
Debbie Stillman on the death of her father, Herbert Silverman.

MAZAL TOV
Johanna & Ari Perler announce the birth of their daughter, Valeria Malka Perler.  

Vicki & Arthur Perler announce the birth of their granddaughter, Valeria Malka Perler.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt announce the marriage of their grandson, Brett Eaglstein, to Emily Carroll.

NEW MEMBERS
Barry & Ferne Chase of Huntington

Marci Swede & Bruce Taillon of Northport and their children:  Aaron, age 19 & Katy, age 16
Johanna & Ari Perler of Syosset and their daughter, Valeria, age one month

HJC Community News
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Summer is coming in Northport Harbor.



Shalom!  I find it hard to believe, 
but I am writing to you at the 
close of my first year serving 
as your President.  It’s been 
a wonderful, enlightening, 
gratifying year at HJC, and we’ve 
had many, many successes of 
which we can be proud.  If I may 
recap some—by no means all—
of this year’s highlights:

•	 A wonderful golf outing 	
and barbecue last summer

•	 A very heartfelt and successful Kol Nidre 
campaign, led by Tom & Vicki Rosen

•	 Our first combined Simhat Torah program, where 
we joined forces with our sister congregations, Temple 
Beth El and Kehillat Shalom to celebrate the holiday

•	 A WISER aging project developed and led by 
Rabbi Kurshan, which drew a record attendance from 
the congregation—clearly striking a chord among our 
members

•	 A terrific, community-building Purim Masquerade 
ball chaired by Michelle Behr, which saw us dress up in 
costume and dance the night away

•	 And speaking of Purim, a terrific job by Jeff Moss 
and his “crew” taking over the Hamentaschen baking.  
They were delicious!

•	 A moving Yom HaShoah program, once again 
combined with Kehillat Shalom and Temple Beth El, 
where we heard the dramatic and courageous story of 
Moshe Avital, who survived the Holocaust and fought in 
Israel’s War of Independence

I could go on, but I think you get the idea.  We’ve got 
tremendous programs, a wonderful and welcoming 
community, and our professional staff is dedicated, 
creative, and caring.  We have much to be proud of, and 
to be grateful for. 

As those of you who attended our annual 
Congregational Meeting know, we also have some 
serious challenges ahead.  Our budget projection as 
of right now for 2014-2015 anticipates a significant 
deficit, over $40,000.  As Andy Levy, our recently-retired 
treasurer pointed out at the meeting, much of our 
expenses remain fixed by contractual or by physical (ie, 
building) obligations such as insurance or maintenance.  
Complicating this is the need we have to replace the 
air conditioning/heating units, which necessitated a 
$200 assessment on each family, payable over 2 years.   

President’s Perspective
by William Wertheim

Further, if we try to project over the next couple of years 
after 2015, operating in a business-as-usual fashion would 
leave us similar problems in future years.  In short, we have 
to face our financial problems seriously.

The plan that was presented to the congregation at 
the meeting was straightforward:  I am convening a 
subcommittee out of the Long-Term Vision committee, to 
work in consultation with the Finance Committee, to advise 
the EC and the Board of Trustees on ways to restore our 
financial stability.  This will entail changes in our expenses 
and ideas to increase our revenue.  While there are many, 
many concerned congregants who have approached me 
with creative and practical ideas of how to proceed, these 
ideas must be discussed and hammered out in detail to 
see if and how they would truly benefit our synagogue.  
My timetable is for us to have some concrete savings and 
revenue plans by September to improve our position.  

Some may be concerned that we must make changes 
immediately to eliminate our deficit.  I understand the 
concern, but I think it is even more important that we ensure 
that our plans are carefully thought-out and vetted, and 
that everyone understand and buy in to the proposals we 
put forth.  In the short term, we can, if we must, sustain this 
deficit for a little while.  We are committed to overcoming 
it before year’s end, and righting our financial ship.  In the 
larger sense, it is all of our congregation, and while we may 
not all agree on absolutely everything, we must ensure that 
the congregation as a whole feels like they have a stake in 
the process and our future. 

How will we achieve this?  As I indicated, this subcommittee 
will work under the auspices of the LTV committee and with 
the guidance of the Finance Committee, and report to first 
the EC with its findings and recommendations, and then 
to the full Board of Trustees.  The Board will then discuss 
the recommendations, and has the responsibility to vote 
to enact them.  I anticipate that we will then report to the 
congregation the plan in detail.  

While these challenges are serious, I think we have an 
opportunity to take this crisis and use it to make our 
synagogue stronger, more secure, and more stable for years 
to come.  When I speak to people in other synagogues 
in Long Island and elsewhere, I hear similar—and many 
worse—stories about deficits, and more alarmingly, 
congregants’ unwillingness to address the real problems.  
I am proud and relieved that we are not one of those 
congregations.  We have the talent and will to right our ship, 
and we will do so.  And I anticipate another year filled with 
wonderful programming and the warmth of community that 
sustains us all.

I ask you for your help in seeing this process to a more secure 
future!

Billy Wertheim



Convention!
by Cantor Israel Gordan

I am writing this final 
bulletin article of the year 
having just returned from 
the 67th annual Cantors 
Assembly convention.  The 
convention was held this 
year from May 18th through 
May 22nd (although I left 
on the 21st) in Weston, 
Florida.  I had a wonderful 
time and it was great to 
be with so many fellow 
cantors: talking, learning, 

singing, and having fun together.  But what exactly 
happens during a cantor convention?  I’m glad you 
asked.
One of the great parts of the cantors convention is that 
no matter what, there is always a lot of great music.  
There were recitals, concerts, and presentations 
showcasing a great deal of different singers, 
composers, and styles.  It is always inspiring to see how 
talented so many of my colleagues are.  There were 
also beautiful services for shaharit, mincha, and ma’ariv 
lead by different members of the Cantors Assembly 
with a great diversity of style.  But there is a whole host 
of educational offerings in addition to the music and 
tefillah.
On the first night of the convention, we heard remarks 
from Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
who represents the area that includes Weston, Florida, 
as well as being the chair of the Democratic National 
Committee.  On the next day, we had a great session 
with Debra Akanese about social media and how best 
to use Facebook, Twitter, and other electronic media 
to better engage members of the community.  It seems 
to me like there are many easy ways that we could 
improve our online presence, without spending a lot of 
time or money.
That afternoon we also heard from Rabbi David ben 
Aryeh of the Ayeka Institute who spoke about being 
spiritual educators.  He told us of his own story of 
how he spent years learning and teaching in Israel 
before he realized that he had to move beyond the 
text and into the way it impacts and applies to people 
as individuals.  This is a great lesson not only for our 
Religious School students, but for all of our members 
in terms of making religion more relevant and spiritually 
important to everyone.
I also learned from coach Leni Wildflower on how to 
use coaching techniques in everyday conversations 
with colleagues, congregants, and co-workers to better 
understand issues and problems so that people can 
feel more heard as well as more empowered to look for 
their own answers as opposed to just seeking advice.  
Another convention highlight was the one-man show 
being developed by Jackie Mendelson about 

Religious School Update
by Maxine Fisher 
Religious School Administrator

As the end of the year winds down it also starts to pick 
up a very busy momentum.

The Hey and Vav classes chanted Torah and Haftorah 
and led the Shabbat morning service during their 
Shabbaton. The Gimel and Daled classes did an 
amazing job leading the Friday Night service at their 
Shabbaton.

Each year we are given the opportunity to honor some 
of our incredible students through United Synagogue 
of Conservative Judaism. I was privileged to attend an 
awards ceremony at Plainview Jewish Center where 
Ilan Messing was awarded the Akiba Award for—in a 
nutshell—being a mensch. Noah Morris was our Keter 
Torah honoree for having received the Judaic Scholar 
Award from our Religious School at least 4 out of 5 
years. Yashar Koach to Ilan and Noah!

I also want to wish a Mazal Tov to the Feibel and 
Harmon families on the marriage of their children at 
the Mitzvah team mock wedding. It was a beautiful 
ceremony. On the same evening, the Mitzvah Team 
had their moving up ceremony. I want to wish the class 
much luck in the future and hope they continue with 
their Jewish Education.

Have a great summer!
Maxine
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his life and career in the cantorate – a wildly entertaining 
and talented man.
Of course, there was also great food and fun 
catching up with people I haven’t seen in a year, but 
unfortunately, I did not have much time in the sunshine.  
Luckily, things are starting to turn towards summer 
around here, so it’s ok I didn’t get to enjoy their weather.  
In any case,  I hope everyone is looking forward to some 
wonderful and relaxing slower times during the summer 
months.  I look forward to seeing everyone soon and 
happy summer!

continued
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  Sisterhoood News
   by Marsha Buchholtz and
         Evelyn Silverberg

The following is a thank you note from a recipient of 
Sisterhood’s Collegiate Program:     

Dear Sisterhood,                                                                                                                                      
          I wanted to thank everyone involved in sending the holiday 
packages out to college students. Each package brought me so 
much joy and eased the homesickness I tend to  feel around the 
holidays. It was like having a small piece of HJC in Pittsburgh 
with me.  Thank you very much.

	  Sincerely
	 Marisa Pashkin  

As our programming year comes to a close, Sisterhood 
thanks all who attended and supported our programs 
and activities.  We are currently planning a new year of 
interesting and innovative lectures, book discussions, 
crafts, movies and holiday festivities. Of course, we will 
once again include past favorites such as our:

Paid-Up Membership Dinner, 
“Taste of Passover”,
The Challah Workshop
and our twice yearly Rummage Sale. 

As always we welcome you to learn about Women’s 
League and to visit our Judaica Shop for your gift and 
holiday needs.

We invite you to join us for the Sisterhood/Men’s Club 
Shabbat on Friday, June 27th and to once again or for 
the first time become a member of Sisterhood.	
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Thanks For The 
Memories
I can still remember the feelings I had 
the very first day I started my career at 
HJC nearly 30 years ago.  I was 36 years 
of age with two small children and a 
newly acquired position as the PTA 
president of my children’s elementary 
school. I knew that I would have 
many challenges both personally and 
emotionally trying to keep up with 

what was going to be an enormous job for just one person. What 
I learned immediately was that I would have many hand holders 
along the way easing the responsibility I chose to undertake. The 
hand holders were, the teachers, the parents of the school, the 
congregation at large, the Rabbi and the Cantor, Diane, Bernice, 
Maxine our Religious school director, Jane, Debbie and Irma and of 
course my husband and family.

I am certain that if I did not have the many hand holders through 
the years of my position as a director it would have been incredibly 
difficult to establish a second home for the thousands of children 
who have been a part of HJC Pre-School history.

 I am reminded of a hand holding story I recently read of a Rabbi 
who was sitting on a beach one summer day watching two 
children, a boy and a girl, playing in the sand. The Rabbi’s story 
unfolded like this: “The children were hard at work building an 
elaborate sandcastle by the water’s edge, with gates and towers 
and moats and internal passages. Just when they had nearly 
finished their project, a big wave came along and knocked it down, 
reducing it to a heap of wet sand. I expected the children to burst 
into tears, devastated by what had happened to all their hard 
work. But they surprised me. Instead, they ran up the shore away 
from the water laughing and holding hands, and sat down to build 
another castle. I realized that they had taught me an important 
lesson. All the things in our lives, all the complicated structures we 
spend so much time and energy creating, are built on sand. Only 
our relationships to other people endure. Sooner or later, the wave 
will come along and knock down what we have worked so hard to 
build up. When that happens, only the person who has somebody’s 
hand to hold will be able to laugh.”

The teachers in this school, including my incredible assistant 
Diane and my former assistant Bernice, my first and foremost hand 
holders, are also the ones who held the smallest of hands. They 
were the ones who wiped the tears from the eyes of the injured 
and encouraged the shy and the unsure child. They fostered the 
bonds of friendships and honored the emotions of each child in 
their charge. They gave hugs to each child if they needed it and 
smiled at each one of their daily accomplishments. They taught 
from the heart to be heard and allowed children to fly on the wind 
and dance on the stars. 

Our staff’s hands waved hello to thousands of children who 
entered our school in September each year and the same hands 
waived goodbye to these beautiful souls at the end of a year. The 

Early Childhood News
by Susie Meisler

Early Childhood News (con’t)

staff hoped that all the lessons taught that year would be held 
fast by the children, especially the lesson of sharing and caring. 
Through the years we used our hands to embrace children who 
had special needs, others who required social and emotional 
skills, and all children who just wanted a loving place to evolve as 
a free, creative spirit, who wanted to be appreciated for who they 
are now, not for what was expected of them in the future. 

All the preschool teachers at HJC were strong leaders who had 
great inner strength and knew how to be creative, spontaneous, 
problem solving, spiritual, patient, calm, positive, consistent, 
caring, listeners, kind, knowledgeable, and respectful. These 
qualities were the same qualities we hoped to instill in the 
children gifted to us; and they learn what they love. All these 
characteristics can be summed up by one word: LOVING!

All the thousands of HJC parents who have nurtured, loved 
and hand held their children through the years gave the staff 
and me the gift of their hard work. The children who graced 
our classrooms each day for 29 years gave us more beautiful 
memories than we could possibly recount. I am proud of the 
thousands of parents who chose HJC Early Childhood Center 
through my 29 years here. Many of these parents sent their 
children to our wonderful religious school after leaving the early 
childhood center, and became congregants of this synagogue.  I 
have learned from so many parents long gone from our school 
that they remained close friends with the parents they met at 
HJC.  I draw great pleasure from children who attended our 
pre-school years ago (some of whom are in college now,) only to 
return to HJC as counselors in our summer adventure program. 
I am touched by one of the students who shared the same 
birthday as I have and each year took the time to send me a 
birthday card. He is presently in Medical School. 

It is said that parents and children are woven together into a 
tapestry of living experience by the countless threads and stiches 
of their interactions with each other, each of them as a part of 
the design. We could not have done the work we did with your 
children over the years without your help, commitment and 
promise to give your children roots and wings. We, as a collective 
staff, were so fortunate to be part of this magnificent tapestry.

I have always had difficulty not being able to control time. As I 
look back on each of the 29 years spent working at HJC, I look 
at a block of time. There are 12 months, 52 weeks, 365 days, 
8,760 hours, 525,600 minutes, 31,536,000 seconds-- times 29!! 
Like the air we breathe, God has granted us this wonderful gift 
called life marked by the concept of time. Although there were 
many moments when my children were growing up so quickly, 
and now watching my grandchildren develop, I wished and 
prayed God would slow down time just a little so I could breathe 
in the many unique and wonderful qualities my children and 
grandchildren developed through their life experiences -and 
so too, do I feel that way in regard to what I learned over the 
many years spent at HJC. Into each day I put equal parts of faith, 
patience, courage, hope, fidelity, tolerance, kindness, rest, prayer, 
meditation, lots of fun, play, and a heaping spoon of good humor. 
All of these qualities served me well through all the seconds, 
minutes, hours, days, weeks , months and years I was director of 
the Early Childhood Center.

I look back on these years as a true gift allowing me the chance 
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to teach teachers the many lessons of life I learned from my 
parents and educators in my field.  HJC gave me an opportunity 
to help parents raise children with the highest respect for their 
own child’s journey. Honoring the soul of each child was a key 
philosophy of mine throughout the time here as a director and 
will remain with me long after I leave HJC.  Hopefully parents who 
I have counseled personally and in groups will remember that 
they need to look for the gold and beauty within their children as 
the more good qualities they look for in their children, the more 
they will find. 

I have climbed many mountains in my life time –the Swiss Alps, 
Italian Dolomites, New Zealand mountain range, Canadian 
Rockies, New Hampshire White Mountains and just recently 
Machu Picchu. The spiritual high I had reaching heights of 15,000 
feet can only be topped by the spiritual high I have had these 
past 29 years working with young children at HJC. I have been 
truly blessed to be in the position to make a difference in young 
children’s lives and hopefully their parent’s lives as well. It was my 
goal all these years to teach the next generation to love deeply, 

have faith, be patient, dream often and large, value other peoples’ 
traditions and rituals, make play a part of every day, care about 
God’s many gifts to us, and learn how to handle, on their own, 
conflicts that arise in an assertive, confident and nonviolent way. 
I marveled each day when the children showed compassion for 
everyone they came to meet.  It was my belief that if children 
learned to listen to all sides of a story, use their heads and then 
speak, develop a plan of action and share, then when they 
became adults, and perhaps our leaders, they will have the tools 
to handle global problems. 

I am always going to hold dear to my heart the memories that 
were made each day I have worked with your beautiful children 
and the thousands of other children I have met along the road 
of my spiritual journey.  They will always serve as my footprints 
to the next chapter in my life. As the famous Dr. Seuss once said. 
“Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting. So ….get on your 
way.”  Thank you all for the memories I now can take with me 
down the road!

Please join us for services:

Friday, June 20th 
at 8:00 pm 

honoring 
Susie Meisler’s

retirement 
and her

29 years of service 
to the congregation

Please Join Us

Oneg to follow
 RSVP to Diane at 

   dgallagher@hjcny.org 
by June 17th



Donations gWCV
GENERAL FUND

Risa Finkel in memory of Irving Rosenthal at yahrzeit.
Risa & Noah Finkel in memory of Albert Garbus, husband of 	
	 Amira Garbus.
Arthur Perler in memory of Barnett Perler at yahrzeit.
Joan Blank in honor of the 50th birthday of Rosalind 		
	 Wertheim.
Vered & Jack Cole in memory of Albert Garbus, husband of 	
	 Amira Garbus.
David Weinstein in honor of the birthday of his aunt, Bea 	
	 Pedowicz. 
Nava Yona & Ken Gutwein in honor of the birth of Ezra 
Chaim Gerber, grandson of Rabbi Neil & Alisa Rubin 		
	 Kurshan.
Selma Greenstein in memory of Anna Horowitz at yahrzeit.
Marlene & Leonard Hummel in memory of Philip Koffler at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Doris Schoenfarber in memory of Moe Fink at yahrzeit.
Paul Brief in memory of Albert Garbus, husband of Amira 	
	 Garbus.
Stephen Holbreich in memory of Belma Holbreich at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Rene Levy in memory of Jack Zucker at yahrzeit.
Judith Biener in memory of Joyce Wander at yahrzeit.
Andrew Cohen in memory of Thelma Cohen at yahrzeit.
Ralph Kornblatt in memory of Harry Kornblatt at yahrzeit.
Amy & Richard Marcus in memory of Nesha Marcus at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Dan Schoeffler in memory of Matthew Schoeffler at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Beth Isaacson in memory of Sylvia Isaacson at yahrzeit.
Beth & Michael Diamond in memory of Gloria Diamond at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Selma Greenstein in memory of Edith Bass at yahrzeit.
Marvin Rosenthal in memory of Clair Rosenthal at yahrzeit.
Leila Waldman in memory of Ruth Diem at yahrzeit.
Jeff Stark in memory of Sidney Stark at yahrzeit.
Michael Buchholtz in memory of Norma Buchholtz at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Andrew Cohen in memory of Albert Cohen at yahrzeit.
Elyse Hayes in memory of Albert Garbus, husband of Amira 	
	 Garbus.
Barry Chase in memory of Tevah Chaikin at yahrzeit.
Barry Chase in memory of Rona Chase-Robbins at yahrzeit.
Wendy Glassman in memory of Jeraldine Mello at yahrzeit.
Esther Vickers in memory of Morris Molinoff at yahrzeit.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt in honor of the 50th wedding 	
	 anniversary of Vicki & Tom Rosen.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt with thanks to Rabbi Kurshan for 	
	 having the aufruf of their grandson, Brett Eaglstein, 	
	 at HJC.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt with thanks to the HJC 
Sisterhood Kiddush Committee.

Phil Glaser in memory of Isidore Glaser at yahrzeit.
Stacey Moss in memory of Ronnie Deutsch at yahrzeit.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Janet & Marty Kushnick
Susan & David Lefkowitz with thanks to Rabbi Kurshan.
Joanne & Peter Cohn & family in honor of the birth of Ezra 
Chaim Gerber, grandson of Rabbi Neil & Alisa Rubin 		
	 Kurshan.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt in honor of the marriage of their 	
	 grandson, Brett Eaglstein, to Emily Carroll.
Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt in honor of the birth of Valeria 
Malka Perler, daughter of Johanna & Ari Perler & 		
	 granddaughter of Vicki & Arthur Perler.
Janet & Mark Zimmerman in honor of the birth of Valeria 
Malka Perler, daughter of Johanna & Ari Perler & 		
	 granddaughter of Vicki & Arthur Perler.
Esther Vickers in honor of Rabbi Kurshan.
Esther Vickers in honor of the engagement of Eytan, son of 
Rabbi Neil and Alisa Rubin Kurshan, to Anna Squires Levine.
Susan Board in memory of Harriet Lipsky at yahrzeit.
Meri & Ed Schindler in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
Rene Levy in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob Mesard.  
Marge & Larry Maltin in memory of Morris Maltin at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Marge & Larry Maltin in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of 	
	 Bob Mesard.  
Janet & Mark Zimmerman in memory of Betty Mesard, wife 	
	 of Bob Mesard.  
Susi Susskind in memory of Albert Garbus, husband of 	
	 Amira Garbus.
Susi Susskind in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 		
	 Mesard.  

ARNIE KERNS FUND

Harriet Kerns in memory of Marvin Feit at yahrzeit.

BEN TASMAN LIBRARY FUND

Syd & Mike Schlesinger in memory of Mollie Schlesinger at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Syd & Mike Schlesinger in memory of Rose Sudran at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Syd & Mike Schlesinger in memory of Ruth Macy at yahrzeit.
Beryl & Sy Okwit in memory of Gordon Strenger, husband 	
	 of Tyna Strenger. 
Beryl & Sy Okwit memory of Albert Garbus, husband of 	
	 Amira Garbus.
Beryl & Sy Okwit in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
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CANTOR’S PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FUND

Judith Leopold in memory of William Teich Greene at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Judith Leopold in memory of Fannie Mankin at yahrzeit.

CENTENNIAL GARDEN FUND

Joan Blank wishing Susan Steinberg, daughter of Ellen & 	
	 Newt Meiselman, good health & a complete 		
	 recovery.

DAILY MINYAN FUND

Susan & Sam Goldmeer wishing a speedy recovery to Lester 	
	 Fox.
Bea Pedowicz in memory of Morris Pedowitz at yahrzeit.
Vicki & Tom Rosen in honor of the marriage of Brett 		
	 Eaglstein, grandson of Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt, to 	
	 Emily Carroll.
Vicki & Tom Rosen in honor of the birth of Valeria Malka 	
	 Perler, daughter of Johanna & Ari Perler & 		
	 granddaughter of Vicki & Arthur Perler.
Arlene Rubenstein in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of her 		
	 grandson, Beckett Jenen.  
Arlene Rubenstein in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
Vicki & Tom Rosen in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
Vicki & Tom Rosen in memory of Eugene Laikin.  

DAVID S. ROSENMAN CAMP RAMAH 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Marilyn & Gary Woghin in memory of Frieda Moak at 		
	 yahrzeit.
Judith & Lester Fox in honor of the birth of Valeria 		
	 Malka Perler, daughter of Johanna & Ari Perler & 	
	 granddaughter of Vicki & Arthur Perler.
Judith & Lester Fox in honor of the marriage of Brett 		
	 Eaglstein, grandson of Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt, to 	
	 Emily Carroll.

DONALD L. GORDON ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

Jennifer & Scott Ingber in memory of Albert Garbus, 		

	 husband of Amira Garbus.
Lisa Gordon Loozis & Matthew Loozis in memory of Donald 	
	 L. Gordon at yahrzeit.
Barbara Ingber in honor of her grandchildren, Zach & 		
	 Alexandra Ingber.

SOCIAL ACTION FUND/JEWISH NUTRITION 
NETWORK

Barbara & Joel Kuppersmith in memory of Albert Garbus, 	
	 husband of Amira Garbus.
Joan Blank in memory of Deborah Galowitz at yahrzeit.
Elaine & Walter Kleinmann in memory of Helen Butlein at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Rosalind Spielman in memory of Dora & Eli Reingold at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Susan & David Lefkowitz in memory of Bella Lefkowitz at 	
	 yahrzeit.
Ethel Sachs in honor of the marriage of Brett Eaglstein, 	
	 grandson of Shimmy & Ralph Kornblatt, to Emily 	
	 Carroll.
Ethel Sachs in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of 	
	 Vicki & Tom Rosen.
Rosalyn Haber in memory of Louis Simon at yahrzeit.
Rosalyn Haber in memory of Harold Simon at yahrzeit.
Patricia & Dan Schoeffler in honor of the 20th anniversary of 	
	 JNN.
Barbara & Joel Kuppersmith in memory of Dorothy Malkin, 	
	 mother of Susan Margolies & Linda Novick. 
Ellen Kahn in memory of Else Levy at yahrzeit.
Ellen Kahn in memory of Ernst Levy at yahrzeit.
The Messing family in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
Hannah Kampel in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of Bob 	
	 Mesard.  
Hannah Kampel in memory of Herbert Silverman, father of 	
	 Debbie Stillman.
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in memory of Betty Mesard, wife of 	
	 Bob Mesard.  
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in memory of Herbert Silverman, 	
	 father of Debbie Stillman.
Shirley Vilinsky in memory of Phillip Trenk at yahrzeit.
Susan Howitt & Nigel Foster in memory of Betty Mesard, 	
	 wife of Bob Mesard. 
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Huntington             
                  Jewish Center                
 

 
 

YOU AND YOUR FAMILY ARE CORDIALLY INVITED  
TO ATTEND SERVICES AT THE 

HUNTINGTON JEWISH CENTER 
ON  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2014 ~ 6 SIVAN 5774 
THE FIRST DAY OF SHAVUOT 

 
ALL PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS OF NEWBORNS 

WILL BE INCLUDED IN A SPECIAL CEREMONY 
TO EXPRESS THEIR THANKFULNESS 

AND  
THE NEWBORNS WILL BE WELCOMED INTO THE COMMUNITY 

 
THIS CEREMONY TO WELCOME THE NEWBORNS 

WILL TAKE PLACE AT 
APPROXIMATELY 11:00 AM 

 
KINDLY RESPOND TO RENDA ROSENBLATT 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND 
E-MAIL: RENDABRIT@GMAIL.COM 

(Include newborn’s name, parents/grandparents names,  
and sibling names) 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU! 

 
BABYSITTING WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR SIBLINGS, AGES 1-3, 

BETWEEN 10:00 AM AND 12:00 NOON 

   HJC SUMMER ADVENTURE	
  
Come Join Us This Summer At 

Our Exciting Summer Program! 

    Theme Days, Water Fun,  

Sports, Drama, Arts & Crafts  

Music, Science and so much more! 

 
If you are interested inquire in the office or 
leave a message for the Program Director  

Jen Bamberger 631-427-1089 

June 30th – August 22nd 10:00am -2:00pm 

Early and late care available 

HJC IS THE PLACE TO BE! 
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by  

Marisa Pashkin 

President’s Perspective 
by Mitch Pashkin 
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INVITATIONS BY MAXINE 
77 Derby Avenue  Phone:  631-757-7455 
Greenlawn, N.Y.  Fax:  631-757-7508 
 
Bar / Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Invitations 
Personalized Stationery 
Jewish New Years Cards – Discounted 

MAXINE FISHER

 

Pediatric Dental Specialists 
  

Howard W. Schneider, DDS, PC 
                    Jenny Tu, DDS 

Serving the Special Dental Needs of Infants & Children 

* Complimentary Preventive Dental Visits for 
children 24 months of age and under 
 

* Digital X-rays

Two Convenient Office Locations 
153 Main Street 378 Larkfield Road 

Huntington Village  East Northport
Members of the American Academy  

of Pediatric Dentistry 351-1540                   368-0125

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Click here for the old neighborhood. 

BIG RED HOME SOLUTIONS 

Closet Design  •  Handyman Services  •  Garage Organization 
Childproofing •  Furniture Assembly  •  Home Office Setup 

JEFF MOSS 
4 FOXDALE COURT  •   HUNTINGTON STATION  •   NEW YORK  •   11746 

516-527-3519  CELL  •    631-385-3130 FAX 

BIGREDHOME@OPTONLINE.NET   
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Tehilah Eisenstadt 
Religious School & Youth 

Experience Director 
427-1157 

Jane Hallberg 
Administrator 

427-1089 Ext. 23 

Neil Kurshan, Rabbi 
423-5355 

Sue Meisler 
Nursery School Director 

425-0525 
 

Mitch Pashkin 
President 
427-1089  

HJC Committee Chairpersons 
Bulletin .........................................................................Gail Lodge 
Calendar................................................................Gwen Goldstein 
Cemetery................................................................Louis Walsdorf 
Chai Club................................................................... Sy Schpoont 
Congregational Dinners .............. Michelle Stack & Joanne Cohen 
Dues/Fees/Collections ...................Mitch Pashkin & Arthur Perler       
Friday Night Live ...........................................................................  
Greeters....................................................................Maxine Fisher 
High Holiday Honors..................................................Bruce Fleiss 
Innovate & Integrate ...............................................Michelle Stack 
Israel / Ramah Scholarships............................................. Judy Fox 
Israel Committee......................................................... Scott Ingber 
Jewish Theological Seminary ..................................Mitch Pashkin 
Kol Nidre Appeal................................Ellen & Matthew Kirschner 
Membership .................................................................................... 
Men’s Club ............................................................ Eric Gemunder 
Nursery School Board..................................................................... 
Religious School Board ............................................. Amal Kapen 
Ritual .................................................................... Andrea Smoller 
Selichot Lecture ......................................................Jennifer Ingber 
Sisterhood ..........................................................Evelyn Silverberg 
Social Action ..............................Janet Kushnick & Marilyn Klein 
Special Arrangements .................... Vered Cole & David Walsdorf 
Sunshine...........................................................Donna Zimmerman 
Theater Development.................................................Arthur Perler 
Technology ..................................................................... Jeff Stark 
Tree of Life .................................................................. Tom Rosen 
UJA............................................................................. Scott Ingber 
Youth .......................................................................... Shari Klaire 

Cheryl Berman1st V.P. 
Scott Ingber, 2nd V.P. 
Michelle Stack, 3rd V.P. 

Andy Levy, Treasurer 
Allison Reiver, Secretary 
Vicki Perler, Admin. VP 

HJC Board of Trustees 2011/ 2012
Mitch Pashkin, President 

 

Carol Baker 
Nancy Bendit 

Dan Cahn 
Eric Gemunder 

Amal Kapen 
Matthew Kirschner 

Alan Kriegstein 
 

 

Sue Lefkowitz 
Betty Mesard 

Andrea Morris 
Lisa Ruosso 

Andrea Smoller 
Darryn Solotoff 

Jeff Stark 
 

 

Ellen Steinberg 
Tyna Strenger 
Susi Susskind 

Fred Weiss 
Bill Wertheim 
Kim Willen 

Donna Zimmerman 

Summer
programs
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HJC Babysitters
 

 Olivia Bendit:   
 Cell: 631.466.4068     Home: 631.261.1198    
 Aliyah Cohen (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.1116    Home: 631.423.6814  
 Rebecca Kramer (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.560.1911      Home: 631.385.4317 
 Jake Kramer (19 yrs. old)   Home: 631.385-4317  
 Shana Ledner (15 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.236.6687      Home: 631.754.0246 
 Esti Lodge (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.0943     Home: 631.427.4654 
 Marisa Pashkin (15 yrs. old) 631.423.6472 
 Jenny Rosen (15 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.514-.9061     Home: 239.6498  
 Rina Steinberg (14 yrs .old)  
 Cell: 631.255.9808   Home: 631.424.2954 
 Michael Valente (17 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.456.0514    Home: 423.2507   
 Anna Wertheim  
 Home: 631.549.2602  Cell: 631.901.7535  
 Taylor Weiss  

 Home: 631-754-2146 Cell: 631 418-6074    
 
To be included on this list, please send your information to 
Gail Lodge at nylodges@msn.com. 

    

 We gratefully acknowledge  
 the support received from the 
 

Fund for 
Jewish Education 

Sponsored by

        Caroline and Joseph S. Gruss 
       Life Monument Funds, Inc. 

and

HJC Babysitters:
Rina Steinberg (17)	 cell: 631-255-9808
	 home: 631-424-2954

Jordan Biener	 631-547-0631

Yair Koas	 cell: 1-631-896-2170
	 home: 631-424-2254

Rachel Moss	 cell: 631-944-1420
	 home: 631-385-3103

Bianca Gordon	 cell: 516-580-2534
	 home: 631-424-2333

Jordan Kushnick	 home: 631-262-0044

Olivia Bendit (20)	 cell: 631-466-4068

Grace Willen (13)	 home: 631-754-5865
	 cell: 631-871-1477

send your updated information 
to

 kwillen@mac.com

include your current home and 
cell numbers
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Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

Paid
Permit No. 227 

Huntington, N.Y. 

 
 

HJC Bulletin
Huntington Jewish Center 

510 Park Avenue 
Huntington, N.Y. 11743 

 

Published monthly,  
September to June, by the 

Huntington Hebrew Congregation 
Founded in 1907 
510 Park Avenue 

Huntington, N.Y. 11743 
Tel. 631-427-1089 
Fax 631-427-8118 

www.HuntingtonJewishCenter.com 
www.hjcny.org 
www.hjc.org 

Bulletin Editor: Gail Lodge 
 
 

   

FREEDMAFREEDMAFREEDMAN  N  N     
 J e w e l e r s  

Since 1936 
 

345 New York Avenue 
Huntington Village 

(631) 423-2000 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER 
(use sunscreen) 
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June 2011 

Huntington Jewish Center 

BULLETIN 
INNOVATE & INTEGRATE - CREATING COMMUNITY & CONNECTION 

Iyar/Sivan 5771 

 

If Then, Why Not Now? 
By Rabbi Neil Kurshan

 
Shavuot Tikkun 
Tuesday evening 
June 7 at 8:00 pm 

 
“During the Night of Shavuot the 
Heavens Part for a Moment and 

Miracles are Possible” 
 

This year’s Omer Project will 
culminate in a study session on the 
eve of Shavuot led by Rabbi Kurshan 
on the nature of miracles.  We will 
look at the wondrous and miraculous 
moments that members of our 
congregation have shared during the 
Omer in the light of traditional Jewish 
texts about miracles.  Are miracles 
simply coincidences? Are they 
supernatural or natural?  Are they 
usually extraordinary events 
involving life and death, or are they 
the wonders of the everyday?  Are 
miracles in Biblical times different 
from modern day miracles.  Are 
miracles a pre-modern, non-scientific 
phenomenon that have no meaning in 
our present day?  Join us for a 
discussion of a fascinating issue in 
Jewish thought.  A dairy dessert will 
follow the session and all are 
welcome.

                       Kim Willen
kwillen@mac.com

The Huntington Jewish Center is a member of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  Estab-
lished in 1907, the HJC provides a wide range of programs, reaching out to all of our members and the 
community. Our Daily Minyan, Sisterhood, Chai Club, Family Life, Men’s Club and the award winning 

Religious School and Nursery School Programs are a few of our outstanding activities.
We welcome your participation.
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