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The “Other”
We are experimenting with something 
new this year in adult education.  
Beyond the walls of the synagogue are 
an abundance of charismatic and skilled 
teachers on a variety of Jewish subjects.  
Until about ten years ago we were able 
to bring some of these teachers to the 
synagogue for a scholar in residence 
Shabbat of study and dialogue.  With 
the growth of the Internet we can do 
what was not possible ten years ago—
study with some of the best teachers in 
the Jewish world without them being 
physically present.

One of the most interesting settings 
in the Jewish community in which to 
study in the Jewish community is the 
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.  
Founded by David Hartman who died 
this past year, the Shalom Hartman 
institute was created to bridge some of 

the divides that separate the various 
denominational streams in the Jewish 
community, and to provide a forum 
for transformative thinking and 
teaching that would address the major 
challenges and issues that currently 
face the Jewish world.  Among the 
programs of the Hartman Institute is 
a video lecture series by some of its 
leading instructors.

This year I will be the lead teacher in 
our congregation for a Hartman lecture 
series titled “The Other in Jewish 
Tradition.”  For most of Jewish history 
we have been defined as the minority 
and the outsider in almost all the 
societies in which we have lived.  In 
the modern era we are in the anomalous 
situation of having power and 
influence, and there are other minorities 
in contradistinction to us.  Among these 
groups are women, immigrants, the 
poor, Palestinians, and Israeli Arabs.  It 
has become a pressing question both 
here and in Israel how we maintain the 
internal strength and security of the 
Jewish community while honoring the 
rights and needs of those outside our 
community.  A hallmark of our tradition 
has always been the defense of the right 
of those who are most vulnerable, but 
it is not always clear how to define that 
right when it may undermine our own 
community.

Each of my classes in this series will 
include a brief video lecture by a 
teacher from the Hartman Institute.  
I will introduce the lecture with a 
discussion of the relevant questions 
and textual sources; then we will watch 
the lecture together followed by a 
discussion of the dilemmas posed by 
the lecture.  Some of the questions we 
will discuss in our class on the non-
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HJC Babysitters
 

 Olivia Bendit:   
 Cell: 631.466.4068     Home: 631.261.1198    
 Aliyah Cohen (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.1116    Home: 631.423.6814  
 Rebecca Kramer (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.560.1911      Home: 631.385.4317 
 Jake Kramer (19 yrs. old)   Home: 631.385-4317  
 Shana Ledner (15 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.236.6687      Home: 631.754.0246 
 Esti Lodge (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.0943     Home: 631.427.4654 
 Marisa Pashkin (15 yrs. old) 631.423.6472 
 Jenny Rosen (15 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.514-.9061     Home: 239.6498  
 Rina Steinberg (14 yrs .old)  
 Cell: 631.255.9808   Home: 631.424.2954 
 Michael Valente (17 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.456.0514    Home: 423.2507   
 Anna Wertheim  
 Home: 631.549.2602  Cell: 631.901.7535  
 Taylor Weiss  

 Home: 631-754-2146 Cell: 631 418-6074    
 
To be included on this list, please send your information to 
Gail Lodge at nylodges@msn.com. 

    

 We gratefully acknowledge  
 the support received from the 
 

Fund for 
Jewish Education 

Sponsored by

        Caroline and Joseph S. Gruss 
       Life Monument Funds, Inc. 

and

Maxine Fisher

2011/2012

Kim Willen

2011/2012

Lisa Rousso

Sue Lefkowitz

WHO BY FIRE, WHO BY WATER

Monday evening, Septmber 19 
8:00 pm in the Family Life Center

We will study together what is perhaps the most powerful prayer in 
the liturgy of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the Untaneh Tokef. 
This prayer, with its powerful imagery of passing like a flock of 
sheep one by one before God as God records our fate for the coming 
year in the Book of Life speaks to our vulnerability and mortality 
as human beings.   Who will live and who will die; who by fire and 
who by water; who by neglect and who by despair?   Join us in a 
community study of this prayer with Rabbi Kurshan and deepen 
your spiritual preparation for the holidays.  All are welcome.  

A Pre-Rosh HaShanah Workshop 
with Rabbi Kurshan

Eva Hofman Kramer Memorial 
Selichot Lecture

Saturday night, September 24 at 9:30 pm

We are pleased to announce that this year’s speaker will be David 
Makovsky, Director and Distinguished Fellow of the Washington 
Institute for the Near East Policy Project on the Middle East Peace 
Process. He also is a lecturer at Johns Hopkins University and a 
member of the Council of Foreign Relations and the London based 
International Institute for Strategic Studies. Mr. Maskovsky is both a 
frequent on-the-record commentator on the Middle East in the lead-
ing media, as well as an an off-the-record source for many leading 
journalists writing about the Middle East.  Join us for an evening 
with one of the most respected and insightful analysts of Israel 
and the Middle East. Selichot Services at 11:45 pm will follow the 
lecture.

Josh Morris, Pamela and Abigail Wax sifting thru cave dirt for trea-
sure in Israel.

Kim Willen
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Rabbi’s column - con’t from page 1

Adult Education - 5774

citizen are:   Do you think the Jewish community is too open or 
too closed especially with regard to those who have converted 
or intermarried?  How do you feel about the openness of our 
own synagogue to the diversity in the Jewish community?   Is 
the issue of the non-citizen different in American than in Israel?  
What should be the admission ticket to entry into the Jewish 
community—do you need some emotional and existential 
connection to  the the Jewish community?  Should we be a people 
primarily constituted by the shared fact birth or by shared beliefs?  
(By the way in our class on women we will discuss if women 
should even be on a list of those who are defined as “the other”.

None of the above questions or the other questions I will pose 
in the course has simple answers. I anticipate a fascinating 
discussion and dialogue not only among us, but with some of the 
leading thinkers from the Hartman Institute.  I am very excited 
by this venture, and hope you will join us to add your voice to the 
discussion around some of the most challenging issues facing the 
Jewish community.

Adult Education Opening Class

 Begins Monday evening, October 21, 2013

The “Other” in Jewish Tradition 

Semester I--Monday evenings, October 21 & 28, November 18 & 
25 at 8:00 pm in the Family Life Center

Instructor:  Rabbi Neil Kurshan

For most of Jewish history, Jews have been defined as the 
outsider in almost all the societies in which they have lived.  In 

the modern era in which Jews have power and influence, others 
such as women, immigrants, the poor, Palestinians, and Israeli 

Arabs are now defined as the “Other”.  How do we build the 
internal strength and security of the Jewish community while 
being sensitive to the rights and needs of those outside our 

community?

Each session will begin with a video presentation by a scholar 
from the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.  Rabbi Kurshan 
will then lead a discussion about the presentation incorporating 
traditional and contemporary Jewish texts.  Topics in the fall will 
include the treatment (and mistreatment) of non-Jews, non-citi-
zens, and women in Jewish texts and tradition.  All are welcome. 

 To register, please contact Debbie at 427-1089, ext. 10
 or debbier@hjcny.org.
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CONDOLENCES
Sylvia Brass on the death of her brother, Albert Allen.

Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg on the death of their mother, our 
congregant, Irene Nirenberg.

Jack Friedman on the death of his wife, Sandy Friedman.

MAZAL TOV
Nancy & Ken Bob announce the engagement of their son, 

Amit, to Adina Teibloom.
Mark and Cookie Cohen announce the marriage of their 

daughter, Kate, to Clifton Sabbag.
Gail & Jerry Ellstein announce the engagement of their son, 

Josh, to Rebecca Levin.
Mira & Paul Brodsky announce the birth of their grandson, 

Asher Reed Brodsky Margolies.

NEW MEMBERS
Rick Davis of Huntington Station.

Ari & Ayelet Levy of Huntington and their daughter, Maytal, 
age 1 ½.

AJ & Suzanne Hepworth of Huntington and their children:  
Leigh, age 8; Parker, age 6; Shane, age 2.

Stefani Goldin of Huntington and her daughter, Marissa, age 
11 ½.

Farel & Susan Jouard of Huntington and their children, 
Gabriel & Annabel.

Eileen Front of Huntington.
Gary Schoer of Greenlawn.

Dave & Carrie Davis of Lloyd Harbor and their children:  Kira, 
age 7; Samuel, age 6; Lily Grace, age 3 ½; Talia, age 2 ½.

Coby Klein & Nomi Dayan of Huntington and their daughter, 
Eliana

HJC Community News

 

Cordially invites you for an evening of dinner, 
entertainment and socializing 

 
Annual Membership Dinner 

Thursday, October 10th 

 
 

Cocktails at 6:30 pm 
Dinner and Program at 7:30 pm 

 
Dues are $40, $25 for seniors, 

Good for one year of Sisterhood Membership 
May be paid at the door and entitles you to attend dinner. 

 
RSVP:  Donna Fleiss: 631-385-7850 or donna.fleiss@gmail.com 



page 5

LIBRARY HOURS:

Sunday:

 8:30am-1:00pm

Monday–Thursday:

 8:30am-5:30pm

Friday:

 8:30am-3:00pm

presenting the

Community Lifetime Achievement Award to Rabbi Neil Kurshan
Community Leadership Award to Nina Sandler

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2013 • 6:30 p.m.
Dix Hills Jewish Center • 555 Vanderbilt Parkway, Dix Hills, New York

Cabinet Chair Rick Morse
Inaugural Chair Matthew Kreinces

Couvert: $90 per person
The couvert represents the value of the event and is not tax-deductible.

Formal invitation to follow.
Dietary laws observed.

This event is intended for donors of $500 
or more. We welcome your pledge now 

and request payment before 
Wednesday, December 31, 2014.

With your gift, you’ll have the special 
opportunity to attend other select 

UJA-Federation of New York events 
during the 2014 campaign year.

For more information, please contact 
Laurie Birzon at 516.677.1819 or 

birzonl@ujafedny.org.

Through UJA-Federation, you care for people in need, inspire 
a passion for Jewish life and learning, and strengthen Jewish 

communities in New York, in Israel, and around the world.

6900 Jericho Turnpike, Suite 302, Syosset, NY 11791-4414
516.677.1800 • www.ujafedny.org

facebook.com/ujafedny               twitter.com/ujafedny

0024

UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK

�naugura� Dinner2014 SUFFOLK COUNTY 

A Good Book, A Good Friend 
– A Perfect Match

	 Our twice yearly late morning book discussion has 	
		  been a great success. 
	 So much so, we are getting requests to do it more 	
		  often,  		
	 and at times that may be more convenient for some of 	
		  you – morning, afternoon, evening. 
	 Whenever you can turn away from daily chores and 	
		  revel in the world of literature.
            What we need from you is a response. 
	 It only takes five or six women to make for a 	 	
		  stimulating, incredibly rewarding time.

We are thinking of a book discussion every other month and 
we need to know what time slot works for most of you. With 
cold weather coming, warm up with a good book and good 
friends.

Let us hear from you.
Reply to Judy Biener- jbiener@verizon.net
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President’s Perspective
Summer

by William Wertheim

con’t on page 9

Sisterhoood News
by Marsha Buchholtz and Evelyn Silverberg

Sisterhood is a community of women joined together to do more than 
each could do alone.

The following are some volunteer opportunities Sisterhood offers:

	 •	 - Sisterhood members when called upon prepare the 	 	
		  homes of congregants when there is a death in the family.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members prepare Kiddush luncheons for 	 	
		  congregants celebrating Simchas.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members prepare “Shabbat Bags” (challah, 		
		  candles, prayers, wine and grape juice) for new members.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members provide holiday gifts for our college 	
		  students living away from home.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members bake hamentashen for sale, for the 	
		  HJC Purim celebrations and donation to nursing home 		
		  residents.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members polish the ornaments in the Holy 	 	
		  Ark for the High Holidays.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members stock and run the HJC Judaica 	 	
		  shop.
	 •	 - Sisterhood members organize and run two rummage 	 	
		  sales yearly.

Please join us for our paid-up membership dinner on

 Thursday, October 10th

for a fun evening, a wonderful cocktail hour and a delicious dinner.  Learn 
more about our volunteer opportunities, the programs we sponsor and 
meet the warm and supportive women who are our Sisterhood.  

Congregants are invited to a book discussion and light lunch sponsored 
by Sisterhood on Monday, October 7, 2013, 11:30 AM.  The book, “To 
The End Of The Land,” by David Grossman, is about Ora, a jewish 
Israeli, “Everywoman” and is based on both fact and fiction.

Well, it is officially 
autumn, and perhaps 
accelerated by the 
early Yamim Noraim, 
summer has flown by.  
The High Holidays for 
me were particularly 
moving this year.  
While I admit I had 
some trepidation 
about sitting on the 
bimah for the entirety 
of Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur—what if I sneeze? Forget to 
stand?  Should I check the greeters’ desks 
outside?—of course it all turned out wonderfully: 
a smooth holiday that allowed all of us to focus 
on spiritual renewal.  I was particularly surprised 
by how moved I was by the services.  I had 
expected to be so taken by the details of putting 
together this big series of events that I wouldn’t 
really have time to reflect and soak up the 
prayers and words of the holiday.  The truth was 
otherwise:  having a “behind the stage” view of 
the service, the intense focus of Rabbi Kurshan 
and Cantor Gordan, the active participation 
of so many of our fellow congregants in the 
service, and the moving words and haunting 
melodies all pushed me into a contemplative, 
grateful sense for the many good things in my 
life, and the effort I needed to improve the many 
areas in which I am lacking.  Being present 
for the entire length of the services on both 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur helped me 
appreciate the arc of progress through these 
days, leading to the increased urgency of our 
kehilla’s request to be inscribed and sealed for 
good in the Book of Life by Neilah’s end.  I felt 
quite moved by the experience. 

In a different vein (I will tie them together at the 
end, I promise), I recently attended two B’nei 
Mitzvot in other synagogues, and both events 
set me thinking about our own synagogue and 
what we do.  Going to another synagogue, to 
me, is a bit like visiting England or Australia.  
The language is familiar, but something is just 
different.  Sometimes the difference is glaringly 
obvious--like driving on the left--and sometimes 
it is subtle but present nonetheless—like a 
familiar word used for a different meaning.  

The first of the two events was a relative’s Bat 
Mitzvah at a Reform synagogue in upstate New 

York.  The service was warm and friendly, and informal.  There was more 
Hebrew than I expected…and less; several prayers I instinctively looked 
for were absent, including Musaf. The building was very old, and it was 
clear the community there had once been larger, but was now using its 
space as well as it could.  The rabbi, who also had a penchant for baking, 
showed me his kitchen and baking machinery and talked about how baking 
challahs together and then delivering them to members who cannot get 
around easily brought his community closer.  There were racks outside of 
name-tags for the congregants, though no one was wearing one.  It was 
an interesting morning, and though I spent much more time kvelling with 
my family, I could not escape comparing this experience with one that 
someone new might have at HJC. 

The second event was the Bar Mitzvah of a son of a long-time close 
friend—we go back to our high school summer trip to Israel.  This service 
was in a large and well-off, attractive Conservative synagogue.  It was 
overall very similar to our service, though perhaps slightly more formal.  I 



Musical Possibilities
by Cantor Israel Gordan

If you were able to join us this year for 
Rosh Hashanah services, you may have 
noticed that we experimented with a 
little “choir” during Musaf on the first 
day.  Under the extremely capable and 
talented director, Judy Leopold, the group 
consisted of ten people – five men and five 
women.  In addition to Judy, the women 
included Amy Koreen, Debbie Cadel, 
Wendy Glassman, and Betty Mesard, and 
the men were Bob Mesard, Joe Glassman, 

Allan Orloff, Scott Ingber, and Paul Greenstein.  The group rehearsed 
at night on the last three Tuesdays before Rosh Hashanah and 
introduced several new congregational melodies, as well as helping 
out with some old favorites.  I am extremely grateful to everyone in 
the group who contributed their voices, their time and their energy, 
and of course, to Judy for directing the rehearsals and conducting 
the group.

While it was not a choir in the traditional sense of wearing robes, 
sitting in a choir loft, and singing large, multi-part arrangements in 
choral-style, it was an exciting example of some musical innovation 
that we can try here at the HJC.  Even with the holidays falling so 
early, this year was a perfect opportunity for us to “dip our toes in 
the water” of musical experimentation.  Next year, Rosh Hashanah 
does not begin until the end of September, allowing us more time 
for planning, rehearsing, and executing some more exciting musical 
innovation.  But these ideas need not exist only for the high holidays.  
Shabbat Shira (so named for the inclusion of Shirat HaYam in the 
week’s Torah portion) is a great opportunity for us to bring more 
music into our regular Saturday morning service.  Friday Night Live 
is already a great experience that could be enhanced by a group of 
choir singers.  These are just two ideas for different times during the 
year where we can “mix things up” musically.

But all of this requires time, effort, energy, and most importantly: 
people.  If you are a singer, musician, conductor, composer, 
arranger, or play an instrument, don’t assume that I know that!  
Please come forth and tell me – by phone, email, or in person.  And 
if you’re looking for an opportunity to become more involved at the 
synagogue, this may be the perfect way.  Jewish prayer can be 
extremely difficult and inaccessible to many people, but music is the 
universal language.

Perhaps one of the best examples of this is the Kol Nidrei prayer 
recited in the evening at the beginning of Yom Kippur.  The prayer 
itself is an arcane legal code that preemptively annuls any vows that 
we may make in the coming year.  At the turn of the 20th century, 
the reform movement struck it from its liturgy, but the attachment to 
the musical melody was so strong, that it was quickly returned to 
the mahzor.  Many congregations play the piece in cello, in addition 
to singing it, and many people can recount strong emotional 
responses and ties to hearing it chanted (for a great article on it, 
check out Tablet Magazine online).

In any case, my best wishes for a wonderfully musical and inspiring 
5774!

Religious School Update
by Maxine Fisher 
Religious School Administrator

We are off to a great start to the new school year!

Our computers have arrived and are being set up by Cantor 
Gordan. The computers will be kept in the Tasman Library, on 
two tables that the Religious School assisted in purchasing. The 
children can use the computers to enrich their Hebrew and Israel 
lessons—making their studies easier and fun at the same time! 

The Friday Night Live committee has asked the Religious School 
to participate in the next Friday Night Live. Elana Stern has 
volunteered her 6th grade class, who will lead the Hora and 
several prayers in the service, and who will contribute some 
handmade decorations from the class. Please join us for a lovely 
evening October 18.

On Saturday. October 19, join Cantor Gordan for the Young 
Families Shabbat at 10:30, followed by lunch.

The following Shabbat (Saturday, October 26) is the first of three 
Saturday and two Friday night Religious School Family Services 
led by Cantor Gordan (again followed by a light lunch). This 
service for the whole family is geared towards people unfamiliar 
with the Shabbat morning service, but will also be comfortable for 
those who are familiar with the service. Please join us at 10:00 AM 
in the Lief Chapel. We are also looking for a family to present the 
D’var Torah in a fun way that morning; please let me know if you 
and your family are interested. 

Our Chug Ivrit (Hebrew workshop) for students who would like 
extra help starts on Tuesday, October 15. The program runs from 
6:15-7:30 and is led by Morah Ellen.  There is a $100 fee for the 
class, which lasts for 9 sessions and includes pizza for dinner.

Rabbi Kurshan will start the first Vav class family workshop on 
Sunday, October 20, with a discussion on important Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah information.

page 7 Cantor Gordan blows the zucchini shofar.
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Throughout my life, I heard the 
expression, “less is more” and it took 
me many years to understand the full 
meaning of this phrase. Having had 
the blessing of time to interact with 
my grandchildren, I have come to fully 
understand the depth of this expression. 
My grandchildren ask nothing of me 
when I am with them. Their only request 
of me is to be fully present in the moment 
while they pull me into their magical 
exploration of life. It was a challenge for 
me as a young parent to “slow down” my 
expectations of my own children and 

myself as the urgency of society’s expectations howled at my door. I 
am no longer listening to the roar and I have come to a much better 
place in my life both personally and as an educator.

In a recent article I read about slowing life down, Dr. Don Monroe, 
a superintendent of several schools in Chicago, wrote or re-wrote 
the story of “The Three Pigs.” He told it as it should have been told to 
parents and children alike. This is the revised version as he wrote it in 
his article. “In the straw house, the pig is in a bit of a frenzy looking 
out the window, wondering if the wolf is at the door. While the house 
was easy to build, the activity in it is governed by a sense of urgency 
imposed by the outside worlds. Perhaps sticks are more secure, but 
outside dangers blow through the porous wall. The contented pig is 
reading by his stone fireplace---free to create a life relatively free of 
real world urgency. As houses tumble and as this porcine trio gathers 
safely behind brick walls, they collaborate creatively and, before you 
know it the wolf is the main ingredient in the stew rather than the 
menace at the door.”

The message in this version of the story is that as a society we need 
to get back to the comfort and security of uninterrupted time spent 
with our families. As the author states, this “enables us to assist young 
children to build a foundation of confidence, poise, self-knowledge 
and competence that will guide their successful development!” 
Classrooms at school and parents at large are too often moved to the 
rhythm of a sense of urgency that should be reduced or ignored in 
favor of the uninterrupted time needed to nurture healthy social and 
emotional development. As parents and teachers, we need to ask 
ourselves, are we over involving our children in too many activities or 
educational tasks because we feel the wolf at the door? Do we give 
the children enough alone “down time” to learn how to figure life 
out for themselves or are we too busy ourselves to impart the values, 
problem solving strategies and rules about life once set down in a 
nuclear family?

In a recent article written in Parents Magazine by Doug Most, the 
author states that we have listened to the outside world of what is 
best for our children too long and we have to get back to a slower, 
more gentle approach to parenting with fewer expectations of 
children at too early an age. Doug Most states, “after years of being 
told that hearing classical music in the womb will make them 
happier, showing the flash cards will make them smarter, learning 
soccer at age 3 will build better playing skills, reading at age 4 
will pave the path to Harvard, and phew, all that multitasking will 
give children a competitive edge in the real world, many families 
are starting to wave the white flag.” Child rearing should not be a 
competitive sport. It should be a time given to children to just be 
children—not children spending time preparing to be adults.

Perhaps the current economic crisis will help parents rethink where 

Early Childhood News
by Susie Meisler

Early Childhood News (con’t)

they are spending their hard earned money. More parents are not 
able to sign their children up for extra -curricular activities or buy 
them every conceivable electronic toy on the market as years past. 
More families are realizing that there is great pleasure in spending 
time together and far more rewards for their child’s well-being. As 
parents, we need to take the time to lay down the kind of healthy 
social and emotional brick-by-brick foundation that will have far 
better results in a child’s development. This can’t be achieved if we 
have no time at home with our children to develop this. Hopefully, 
uninterrupted family time together with children will lead to their 
adulthood characterized by a balanced social and emotional well 
-being as well as self-confidence and responsible citizenship.

In a wonderfully developed grid in this article, Doug Most divided 
the activities of life in general for children, and families in two 
columns. One is headed “Go, Go, Go” and the other is headed “Slow, 
Slow, Slow.” Here are the activities in the “Go, Go, Go” column—skate, 
parks, X-box, screen time, fast food, enrichment class, resort vacation, 
helicopter moms, session with tutor, mad weekend dash, iPods. The 
“Slow, Slow, Slow” column looked like this---bike paths, board games, 
free time, local produce, story hour, camping trips, glider moms, 
visit with grandma, (I liked this one the best), lazy Sunday morning, 
sing and dance alongs. The comparison of both columns is striking. 
Childhood is a fleeting moment in time and unless parents step off 
the fast track, they will not give their children enough rich memories 
of childhood that will help sustain them in adulthood.

Both parents and educators should agree on setting up a well- 
balanced life for children that a strong foundation can be built on. 
We must go back in time where children are allowed to play outside 
without structured skill building. Let children come home from 
school and find ways to create a “down time” for themselves, after 
being structured with work, rules and regulations all day long. We 
need to create an environment in both the home and the classroom 
where we can observe just who our children really are and set up 
activities and challenges with this knowledge. The environment 
for children both at home and school should allow them to make 
choices, create understanding of their environment and allow them 
to demonstrate their newly acquired social, emotional and academic 
competence.

I am reminded of Simon and Garfunkel’s song that says, “Slow down, 
you move too fast, you got to make the morning last—just kicking 
down the cobblestones, looking for fun and feeling groovy…”  
Parents need to create a slower pace in their lives that will give them 
time to become the nuclear family that once existed. Let’s all get 
back to feeling “groovy” so families can have time to collaborate 
creatively life’s challenges just as the three pigs did. Each day 
should be measured in the collection of precious moments spent 
meaningfully while trying hard not to listen to the roar of the wolf at 
the door!



Something Old Something New
Save Wednesday Oct 2

for an introductory session on Jewish folklore (an only one of this 
kind). The program will be held in our newly refurbished library and 
conducted by Dr. Milton Bloch, an expert in Yiddish. He will introduce 
us to the Yiddish that has been integrated into the English language; 
the humor, music and discussion of the Yiddish “gemitlikeit”—so much 
more to follow. We have set up a Yiddish section in the library and hope 
this will be the beginning of your renewed connection to this wonderful 
legacy. 

Please rsvp to renelevy7@gmail.com

noted different things, since the service was more like that at 
HJC:  how events and activities were publicized, the design 
of the Sisterhood Gift Shop windows, the way the ark looked.  
There were very helpful, descriptive brochures in the back of 
the pews describing the structure of services, the decorations 
and their meaning, and the history of the shul. I got a 
quizzical look from the rabbi, but did not meet him.  Once 
again, I compared the experience to that at HJC.  

What did I take away from these two experiences?  A few 
things:  one, some projects, like challah baking or the 
explanatory brochures, which are new and unusual, if they 
can serve a need within the community, can really help 
sustain a community.  It also takes the passion and drive of 
one or two people who can push the effort.  Second, and 
conversely, the importance of the community reaching out 
to new faces—by members or by clergy—is critical to serve 
as a foundation for community.  I was acutely aware of how 

often people did, or did not, introduce themselves or inquire 
about my presence.

So how does this relate to my experience over the High 
Holidays?  Well, I think that we as a community have many 
blessings and rewards, and many things we might improve 
upon.  I spoke on Kol Nidre about encouraging people to 
donate time, thought, and effort to HJC.  I think we do well at 
many things:  we have a wonderful clergy; we are an open, 
tolerant, and friendly congregation; we are connected to 
each other.  There are also things I’d hope we can improve 
upon: the breadth of involvement across the synagogue, a 
few people more to spearhead an idea to see if it works.  I’d 
rather be at HJC than anywhere else, but our job is to grow 
and strengthen our synagogue for the years to come—and 
that means not standing still and resting on our many laurels.

Bo nelech!

President’s Perspective con’t from pg. 6
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Donations gWCV
GENERAL FUND
Arline Zuckerman
Yolanda Barfus in memory of Beatrice Schneck at yahrzeit.  
Joanne Mulberg-Cohn in memory of Zelda Mulberg at yahrzeit.
Paula Mishkin in memory of Lawrence Kushnick, son of Janet & Martin Kushnick.
Loron Simon in memory of Ronald Simon at yahrzeit.
Carol & Howard Baker in memory of Ruth Baker at yahrzeit.
Ethel Schwartz Bock in memory of Hannah Sandler at yahrzeit.
Marilyn Koven in memory of Stanley Koven at yahrzeit.
Vicki & David Schwartz in memory of Sally Fink, mother of Doris Schoenfarber.
Loron Simon in memory of Jane Simon at yahrzeit.
Carol & Howard Baker in memory of Hyman Marcus at yahrzeit.
Roberta Marsh in memory of Solomon Jacobs at yahrzeit.
Susan Drucker in memory of Oscar Drucker at yahrzeit.
Eleanor Meshover in memory of Viola Miller at yahrzeit.
Richard Klee in memory of Carole Klee at yahrzeit.
Philip Glaser in memory of Jerome Cohen at yahrzeit.
Laurie & Mark Wax & family in memory of Phyllis Kirschner at yahrzeit.
Deborah & Richard Wertheim in memory of Irene Wertheim at yahrzeit.
Yolanda Barfus in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Yolanda Barfus in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Mitzi & Paul Popkin in honor of Liav & Tagel, twin granddaughters of Rabbi Neil & Alisa 	
	 Kurshan.
Alvin Wichard in memory of Philip Wichard at yahrzeit.
Marilyn & Gary Woghin in memory of Sally Woghin at yahrzeit.
Diane & Steven Block in memory of Janice Schwartz at yahrzeit.
Betty & Bob Mesard in memory of Emanuel Mesard at yahrzeit.
Tracy Kaplowitz & Jonathan Boxer in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Miriam & Ron Goldberg in memory of Julius L. Goldberg at yahrzeit.
Ruth Weis in memory of Ralph Cohen at yahrzeit.
Martin Rosenblatt in memory of Sidney Rosenblatt at yahrzeit.
Judi Rosenblatt in memory of Jeanette Hopmayer at yahrzeit.
Susie Meisler in memory of Florence Karfield at yahrzeit.
Nancy Cooper in memory of Richard Berlow at yahrzeit.
Elaine Kleinmann in memory of Samuel Butlein at yahzeit.
Shelley & Marc Weinberg in memory of Sarah Weinberg at yahrzeit.
Elliott Waldman in memory of Salig Waldman at yahrzeit.

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Paulette Fritz Schiffman
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in memory of Carl Kaplowitz, father of Dale Mintz.
Steven Strassler in memory of Myrna Breger.
Nancy & Brian Cooper in honor of Liav & Tagel, twin granddaughters of Rabbi Neil & Alisa 	
	 Kurshan.
Janet & Mark Zimmerman in memory of Carl Kaplowitz, father of Dale Mintz.
Janet & Mark Zimmerman in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
Liz & Steve Holbreich in honor of the birth of Asher Reed Brodsky Margolies, grandson of 	
	 Mira & Paul Brodsky.

ARNIE KERNS FUND
Harriet Kerns in memory of William Feit at yahrzeit.
Harriet Kerns in memory of Clara Feit at yahrzeit.

BEN TASMAN LIBRARY FUND
Betty & Bob Mesard in memory of Aaron Levine at yahrzeit.
Betty & Bob Mesard in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
Betty & Bob Mesard in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Betty & Bob Mesard in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Syd & Mike Schlesinger in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Miriam & Joel Wirchin in memory of Carl Kaplowitz, father of Dale Mintz.
Miriam & Joel Wirchin in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.

CENTENNIAL GARDEN FUND
Ruth Loewenstein in memory of Marianne (Yana) Hammerschlag.  

COLLEGIATE FUND
Sue & David Lefkowitz in memory of Myrna Breger.
Judi & Marty Rosenblatt in memory of Sally Fink, mother of Doris Schoenfarber.
Judi & Marty Rosenblatt in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.

DAILY MINYAN FUND
Sue & David Lefkowitz wishing a speedy recovery to Selma Greenstein.
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Marlene & Leonard Hummel in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Bea Pedowicz in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Bea Pedowicz in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Sue & David Lefkowitz in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Bea Pedowicz in memory of Molly Rencoff at yahrzeit.
Miriam & Joel Wirchin in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Joanne & Peter Cohn in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.

DAVID S. ROSENMAN CAMP RAMAH SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
Allen Sinowitz in memory of Harry Sinowitz at yahrzeit.
Judith & Lester Fox in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
Judith & Lester Fox in memory of Bernice Schoer, father of Gary Schoer.
Nili Gitig in memory of Martin Roshco at yahrzeit.
Nili Gitig in memory of Max Buczaczer at yahrzeit.
Nili Gitig in memory of Lotte Buczaczer at yahrzeit.
Judith & Lester Fox in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Judith & Lester Fox in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.

PRAYERBOOK AND BIBLE FUND
Ruth Loewenstein in memory of Marianne (Yana) Hammerschlag.  
Mitzi & Paul Popkin in honor of the advancement of William Wertheim from President of 	
	 Junior Congregation to President of Senior Congregation.
Mitzi & Paul Popkin in honor of the 50th birthday of Billy Wertheim.
Beryl & Sy Okwit in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Beryl & Sy Okwit in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Mitzi & Paul Popkin in honor of the marriage of Kate, daughter of Cookie & Mark Cohen, 	
	 to Clifton Sabbag.
Mitzi & Paul Popkin in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Nancy Winter Nankin in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
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Donations   gWCV
SOCIAL ACTION FUND/JEWISH NUTRITION 
NETWORK
Dalia & Marv Rosenthal in memory of Sally Fink, mother of Doris Schoenfarber.
Marsha Buchholtz in memory of Sadie Sitron at yahrzeit.
Marsha Buchholtz in memory of Jeanette Rosenberg at yahrzeit.
Hannah Kampel in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
June Reiner in memory of Daniel Reiner at yahrzeit.
Rosalyn Haber in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Hannah Kampel in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Hannah Kampel in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Ethel Sachs in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.

Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of William Houslanger, father of Todd Houslanger.
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Shirley Vilinsky in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Shirley Vilinsky in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Sylvia Brass in memory of Gussie Allen at yahrzeit.
Sue & David Lefkowitz in memory of Irene Nirenberg, mother of Jeff & Elliot Nirenberg.
Rene Levy in memory of Albert Allen, brother of Sylvia Brass.
Syd & Mike Schlesinger in memory of Ernst S. Levy, brother of Ellen Kahn.
Janet & Martin Kushnick in memory of Sanford Brunswick.
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Sisterhood Fall Book Discussion 

 

Monday, October 7th @11:30 am 
 
 

To the End of the Land 
by  

David Grossman 
 

	
  From one of Israel’s most acclaimed writers comes a novel of extraordinary 
power about family life - the greatest human drama - and the cost of war. Never 

have we seen so clearly the reality and surreality of daily life in Israel, the 
currents of ambivalence about war within one household, and the burdens that 

fall on each generation anew.  
 

Please join us among friends as Micki Sokol leads a discussion of this rich imagining 
of a family in love and crisis and the emotional strains of war and family. 

 
 The book is available at Amazon.com and libraries as well as bookstores. 

Copies are also available in our newly opened Ben Tasman Library. 
 

RSVP no later than October 1 
Micki Sokol at mickisok@optonline.net 

 
As always, a light lunch will be served 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

 
	
  

Donated vegetables to Helping Hand Rescue Mission in Huntington
 Station
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Huntington             
                          Jewish Center   
 
        
Dear Fellow Congregant, 
 
We are writing to invite your participation in the Chavurah (Fellowship) Project that we began two years ago under the auspices of the Huntington 
Jewish Center.   A Chavurah is a small group of six to eight couples (singles) who meet together informally every month or two in participants’ 
homes to discuss topics of Jewish interest. 
 
The Huntington Jewish Center formed its first Chavurah more than forty years ago, and that Chavurah survives to this day along with five new 
Chavurot that grew out of the Chavurah Project two years ago.  Those who participate are drawn to the Chavurah as a small community of 
individuals who enjoy discussing Jewish concerns and interests.  It is an opportunity to build a sense of a warm community within a small group 
that is difficult to create in the larger mass of people who make up the Huntington Jewish Center community. A frequent by-product is a group of 
families who develop friendships and social connections with one another through their participation in the Chavurah.    
 
Chavurot determine their own agendas and our role as chairs of this initiative is simply to launch the Chavurah and provide some beginning 
logistical support that will allow your Chavura to thrive on its own. A long term participant in an HJC Chavurah recently commented how the 
Chavurah has enriched her life:  “Through my chavurah I have developed a core group of friends who share an interest in fostering and growing 
our Jewish knowledge and our conncetion to the Jewish community.” 
 
It has come to our attention that as a result of the success of our most recent Project, there may be others interested in joining a Chavurah.   If you 
would be interested in joining a new Chavurah, please return the enclosed form to the synagogue office (Debbier@hjcny.org) or one of us before 
Wednesday, October 30.  Please note that you can indicate others who are not currently in a Chavurah with whom you would like to participate 
although most of our Chavurot have been made up of people who did not previously know one another.    If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact either of us.  We hope you will want to participate in the Chavurah Project.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Steinberg (ellen.steinberg728@gmail.com) and Kim Willen (kwillen@mac.com) 
Co-Chairs, The Chavurah Project 
 

     

Please return this form to the HJC Office 
 by Wednesday, October 30th 

 
I would like to participate in a Chavurah group. 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone:________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to have the following people/couples in my group: 
 
 
 

 
 
Circle which group best represents you: 
 
Single 
Young family (with nursery school or elementary age children) 
Family with teens 
Couple without children 
Empty-nesters 
Retirees 
 
 
 
 

 

  Chavurah Response Form 
 



Ridotto Season 2013-2014 * 

Sunday, September 29 at 4 pm Les Jeunes Virtuoses de 
New York.  This brilliant French-American string ensemble performs 
works by Beethoven, Schubert, Mozart’s Rondo in C with solo violin, and 
the magnificent Sextet II by Johannes Brahms.       

Sunday, October 20 at 4 pm Russian Pianist Vassily 
Primakov. Piano Series I A spectacular all-Chopin program, including 
the four Ballades and the Sonata no.2.  “…dreamy lyricism shaped with a 
patient and colorful hand..”  (The Cleveland Plain Dealer)  “This is a great 
Chopin pianist.” (The American Record Guide)     

Sunday, Nov. 17 at 4 pm; The Romantic Image 
An artist’s journey, searching for a place, searching for love. 
Schubert’s Winterreise (selection), works by Mendelssohn 
and Beethoven and a short film, a visual journey, by Teresa 
Mular. With tenor Christopher Pfund and Nadejda Vlaeva, 
piano.  

Sunday, December 15 at 4 pm My Lord Chamberlain’s 
Consort in a delightful program with instrumental and vocal treasures 
from the Renaissance with lutes, harp, viol, percussion and voices. A 
narration “The Gaze of Gods”    

Sunday, January 12 at 4 pm Ukrainian Pianist Inna Faliks       
Piano Series II  A poetic program of French and Russian music, including 
Ravel’s Gaspard de la Nuit, and music by Rachmaninoff, 
and Shchedrin.  “The courage to take risks… expressive 
intensity, technical perfection.” (General Anzeiger, Bonn)                                    

Sunday, Febr. 23 at 4 “Try me, good King”  
last words of the wives of King Henry VIII. Music 
and fashions from the Elizabethan era and Songs by 
American composer Libby Larsen. Elizabeth Ronan Silva, 
soprano; Christopher Morrongiello lute, with strings, piano, fashions.           

Sunday, March 23 at 4 pm. A tribute to pianists Ursula 
Oppens and Jerome Lowenthal. Piano Series III These artists 
are not only celebrated musicians but also top piano teachers in New York, 

mentors of many great concert pianists. The program:  music for 
piano solo and four-hands, including Mozart, Barber, Rochberg 
and Ravel’s La Valse. An on-stage interview follows the 

concert. 

Sunday, May 4 at 4 pm  Music for Picasso’s Theater. 
Picasso’s involvement with theater is the least known aspect of his work. 
In Paris in the 1920’s he collaborated with Satie, Ravel, DeFalla and 
Stravinsky in set design, costumes and objects. In Ridotto: Ravel’s 
L’Eventail de Jeanne, Stravinsky’s Suite Italienne and a revival of the 
absurdist  ballet Parade by Satie. With piano, trumpet, flute, mime, film  
Narration is by Margaretha Maimone. Victoria Edgar stages Parade.                    
 * programs subject to change                                            
************************************************************ 

Concerts are held in the Huntington Jewish Center,                      
510 Park Avenue in Huntington (close to the Cinema).  Excellent 

parking, handicapped accessible.  For Concert info/ directions:  
Ridotto@optonline.net or call (631) 385 – 0373.  Ridotto web site: 

www.Ridotto.org  Tickets: $25; $20 seniors; $18 members; $5 under 18 

Become a Patron of noble standing! 

Your tax-deductible donation is vital to the Ridotto Concert Series. 
Contributions are applied directly to innovative programming, musicians, 
artists and to exciting theatrical touches. Approaching our 30th anniversary, 
since Amsterdam 1984, this is a great year of gift giving. 

  King and Queen   $1000  Prince and Princess  $500 

        Duke and Duchess   $250      Knight and Lady   $100       

A basic Membership is $70 for a Family of two; Single Member is $45  
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by  

Marisa Pashkin 

President’s Perspective 
by Mitch Pashkin 
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INVITATIONS BY MAXINE 
77 Derby Avenue  Phone:  631-757-7455 
Greenlawn, N.Y.  Fax:  631-757-7508 
 
Bar / Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Invitations 
Personalized Stationery 
Jewish New Years Cards – Discounted 

MAXINE FISHER

 

Pediatric Dental Specialists 
  

Howard W. Schneider, DDS, PC 
                    Jenny Tu, DDS 

Serving the Special Dental Needs of Infants & Children 

* Complimentary Preventive Dental Visits for 
children 24 months of age and under 
 

* Digital X-rays

Two Convenient Office Locations 
153 Main Street 378 Larkfield Road 

Huntington Village  East Northport
Members of the American Academy  

of Pediatric Dentistry 351-1540                   368-0125
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Click here for the old neighborhood. 

BIG RED HOME SOLUTIONS 

Closet Design  •  Handyman Services  •  Garage Organization 
Childproofing •  Furniture Assembly  •  Home Office Setup 

JEFF MOSS 
4 FOXDALE COURT  •   HUNTINGTON STATION  •   NEW YORK  •   11746 

516-527-3519  CELL  •    631-385-3130 FAX 

BIGREDHOME@OPTONLINE.NET   
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Tehilah Eisenstadt 
Religious School & Youth 

Experience Director 
427-1157 

Jane Hallberg 
Administrator 

427-1089 Ext. 23 

Neil Kurshan, Rabbi 
423-5355 

Sue Meisler 
Nursery School Director 

425-0525 
 

Mitch Pashkin 
President 
427-1089  

HJC Committee Chairpersons 
Bulletin .........................................................................Gail Lodge 
Calendar................................................................Gwen Goldstein 
Cemetery................................................................Louis Walsdorf 
Chai Club................................................................... Sy Schpoont 
Congregational Dinners .............. Michelle Stack & Joanne Cohen 
Dues/Fees/Collections ...................Mitch Pashkin & Arthur Perler       
Friday Night Live ...........................................................................  
Greeters....................................................................Maxine Fisher 
High Holiday Honors..................................................Bruce Fleiss 
Innovate & Integrate ...............................................Michelle Stack 
Israel / Ramah Scholarships............................................. Judy Fox 
Israel Committee......................................................... Scott Ingber 
Jewish Theological Seminary ..................................Mitch Pashkin 
Kol Nidre Appeal................................Ellen & Matthew Kirschner 
Membership .................................................................................... 
Men’s Club ............................................................ Eric Gemunder 
Nursery School Board..................................................................... 
Religious School Board ............................................. Amal Kapen 
Ritual .................................................................... Andrea Smoller 
Selichot Lecture ......................................................Jennifer Ingber 
Sisterhood ..........................................................Evelyn Silverberg 
Social Action ..............................Janet Kushnick & Marilyn Klein 
Special Arrangements .................... Vered Cole & David Walsdorf 
Sunshine...........................................................Donna Zimmerman 
Theater Development.................................................Arthur Perler 
Technology ..................................................................... Jeff Stark 
Tree of Life .................................................................. Tom Rosen 
UJA............................................................................. Scott Ingber 
Youth .......................................................................... Shari Klaire 

Cheryl Berman1st V.P. 
Scott Ingber, 2nd V.P. 
Michelle Stack, 3rd V.P. 

Andy Levy, Treasurer 
Allison Reiver, Secretary 
Vicki Perler, Admin. VP 

HJC Board of Trustees 2011/ 2012
Mitch Pashkin, President 

 

Carol Baker 
Nancy Bendit 

Dan Cahn 
Eric Gemunder 

Amal Kapen 
Matthew Kirschner 

Alan Kriegstein 
 

 

Sue Lefkowitz 
Betty Mesard 

Andrea Morris 
Lisa Ruosso 

Andrea Smoller 
Darryn Solotoff 

Jeff Stark 
 

 

Ellen Steinberg 
Tyna Strenger 
Susi Susskind 

Fred Weiss 
Bill Wertheim 
Kim Willen 

Donna Zimmerman 

Summer
programs
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HJC Babysitters
 

 Olivia Bendit:   
 Cell: 631.466.4068     Home: 631.261.1198    
 Aliyah Cohen (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.1116    Home: 631.423.6814  
 Rebecca Kramer (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.560.1911      Home: 631.385.4317 
 Jake Kramer (19 yrs. old)   Home: 631.385-4317  
 Shana Ledner (15 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.236.6687      Home: 631.754.0246 
 Esti Lodge (16 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.759.0943     Home: 631.427.4654 
 Marisa Pashkin (15 yrs. old) 631.423.6472 
 Jenny Rosen (15 yrs. old)  
 Cell: 631.514-.9061     Home: 239.6498  
 Rina Steinberg (14 yrs .old)  
 Cell: 631.255.9808   Home: 631.424.2954 
 Michael Valente (17 yrs. old) 
 Cell: 516.456.0514    Home: 423.2507   
 Anna Wertheim  
 Home: 631.549.2602  Cell: 631.901.7535  
 Taylor Weiss  

 Home: 631-754-2146 Cell: 631 418-6074    
 
To be included on this list, please send your information to 
Gail Lodge at nylodges@msn.com. 

    

 We gratefully acknowledge  
 the support received from the 
 

Fund for 
Jewish Education 

Sponsored by

        Caroline and Joseph S. Gruss 
       Life Monument Funds, Inc. 

and
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HJC Babysitters:
Rina Steinberg (16)	 cell: 631-255-9808
	 home: 631-424-2954

Jordan Biener	 631-547-0631

Yair Koas	 cell: 1-631-896-2170
	 home: 631-424-2254

Rachel Moss	 cell: 631-944-1420
	 home: 631-385-3103

Bianca Gordon	 cell: 516-580-2534
	 home: 631-424-2333

send your updated information to
 kwillen@mac.com

include your current home and cell 
numbers

Bulletin News
Attention all congregants:

If you have any content or PHOTOGRAPHS that 
you would like to see in the bulletin send to: 

kwillen@mac.com

Submissions for the next bulletin are due by

October 15, 2013

Please send all submissions in word documents, 
jpegs or pdf file formats. If you need help formatting 
a submission:

call Kim Willen at 631-754-5865 or 
e-mail kwillen@mac.com

Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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Huntington Jewish Center 
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INNOVATE & INTEGRATE - CREATING COMMUNITY & CONNECTION 

Iyar/Sivan 5771 

 

If Then, Why Not Now? 
By Rabbi Neil Kurshan

 
Shavuot Tikkun 
Tuesday evening 
June 7 at 8:00 pm 

 
“During the Night of Shavuot the 
Heavens Part for a Moment and 

Miracles are Possible” 
 

This year’s Omer Project will 
culminate in a study session on the 
eve of Shavuot led by Rabbi Kurshan 
on the nature of miracles.  We will 
look at the wondrous and miraculous 
moments that members of our 
congregation have shared during the 
Omer in the light of traditional Jewish 
texts about miracles.  Are miracles 
simply coincidences? Are they 
supernatural or natural?  Are they 
usually extraordinary events 
involving life and death, or are they 
the wonders of the everyday?  Are 
miracles in Biblical times different 
from modern day miracles.  Are 
miracles a pre-modern, non-scientific 
phenomenon that have no meaning in 
our present day?  Join us for a 
discussion of a fascinating issue in 
Jewish thought.  A dairy dessert will 
follow the session and all are 
welcome.

                       Kim Willen
kwillen@mac.com

The Huntington Jewish Center is a member of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  Estab-
lished in 1907, the HJC provides a wide range of programs, reaching out to all of our members and the 
community. Our Daily Minyan, Sisterhood, Chai Club, Family Life, Men’s Club and the award winning 

Religious School and Nursery School Programs are a few of our outstanding activities.
We welcome your participation.

HJC Bulletin      October 2013
Published monthly, September - June, by the Huntington Hebrew Congregation, founded in 1907


