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JUDAICA SHOPJUDAICA SHOP 
OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND 

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY AND SIMCHA NEEDS

   Save paper and send ecards for any occasion. For only 
$5 per recipient, you can send an attractive message–
and you can even schedule your card to be sent at a 
specific time!  Revenue from ecard purchases will benefit 
the Torah Fund Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh Ba’Zeh   All of 
Israel are responsible for one another. 
US supporters, please make your selection today 
at torahfundecards.jtsa.edu.

PURIM:
 

Thank you to Donna Fleiss and to all our Hamantaschen 
Bakers.  This year we baked 2400 Raspberry, Apricot 
and Chocolate Chip Hamantaschen cookies for the Purim 
Bags, Collegian packages and to serve at luncheons and 
services. If you would like to purchase Hamantaschen 
cookies, we are selling them by the dozen. Please contact 
Donna Fleiss or Evelyn Abraham.

Sisterhood will be coordinating the purchase and delivery 
of Mishloach Manot for Purim.  Please look for emails with 
instructions on how to order on the Happy Purim website. 
Also, Sisterhood will be reaching out to the congregation 
for help with delivery to HJC Congregants who live locally 
during the week of March 18th.  Please contact Evelyn 
Abraham with all questions on ordering and delivery. 
Paper order forms will be available.

WOMEN’S LEAGUE TORAH FUND CAMPAIGN

   The pin is made of sterling silver and 
14K goldplate, and was manufactured 
in Israel. If you make a donation of $180 or more, 
you will be given the pin as a gift to thank you for your 
generosity.
   Your generosity helps provide essential scholarships 
and programs to train future leaders of the Jewish 
community. Torah Fund helps develop future rabbis, 
cantors, educators, synagogue administrators, social 
workers, scholars, researchers, lay leaders and others.
   If you would like more information on Torah Fund, 
please contact Evelyn Abraham. If you would like to make 
a donation: https://inspired.jtsa.edu/torahfund Please 
indicate Huntington Jewish Center when you make an 
online donation.

The new Torah Fund campaign–the dedicated 
philanthropy of Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism is Kol Yisrael Arevim Zeh 
Ba’Zeh 
All of Israel are responsible for one another.
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From Rabbi Eric Rosin

Showing Up
    Last month, after Jen, Sam and 
I visited my parents in Florida, we 
took a side trip to the Kennedy 
Space Center to support Sam’s 
ambition to become an astronaut. 
(Hopefully, he will wait to enter the 
training program until after he has 
completed elementary school.)  
The Visitor’s Center at Kennedy 
does a great job with its exhibits 
and flight simulators and we even 

witnessed a satellite launch while we were there.  
 I’m almost embarrassed to admit that one morning I found 
my attention straying from the immense Saturn V rocket in 
one of the exhibit halls to the smaller, almost incidental ex-
hibit celebrating the “space pen” off to the side and below the 
enormous first stage of the rocket. When I saw it, I was re-
minded of the perhaps apocryphal story that when the United 
States was preparing for their first manned space missions 
they realized that the astronauts had no way to make all of the 
necessary notes and keep all of the necessary records during 
their flights because normal pens don’t work in the zero grav-
ity environment of a low earth orbit. 
 What ensued was an extensive and expensive research 
and development process that produced the world’s first 
space pen, a pressurized writing instrument that can be used 
right side up, upside down and can write on different kinds of 
surfaces.  
 The punchline, though, is that when the Russians encoun-
tered the same obstacle, they skipped the research and opted 
to use pencils.
 The point being that sometimes the most impressive, la-
bor intensive and ingenious solutions are not always the best 
ones.  
Both in the Jewish world and in the larger world around us, 
there are multiple crises emerging from the contraction of 
communal organizations. In his book, Bowling Alone, the oft-
quoted author, Robert Putnam, chronicles the demise of com-
munal institutions like bowling leagues, fraternal organiza-
tions and yes, religious organizations, and notes the increase 
in feelings of isolation, loneliness and all of the associated 
consequences that have arisen as we have fewer supportive 
relationships in our lives.
 At HJC we are still working on the Belonging Project, an 
initiative that we launched last fall during the Holidays. We are 
also looking at the timing and content of our prayer services 
and thinking about programs and initiatives that might coun-
ter the challenging trends that we are encountering in order to 
bring more people into our building and to enable us to better 
support our members in good times and in times of need.
 As we think about how to plan, staff, socialize and support 
these well thought through, if labor intensive “moon shots,” 

perhaps there is a simpler option. Maybe we only need to get 
better at describing the benefits of simply showing up.
 One of the most compelling resources available to a syna-
gogue like ours is the opportunity to get to know interesting 
and nice people. You probably won’t be surprised to read 
that I attend a lot of our religious services. I can attest to the 
fact that the men and woman who show up for our weekday 
morning minyan are a supportive and welcoming group who 
all know each other, like each other and keep up with each 
other’s lives. Similarly, the Friday night, Kabbalat Shabbat 
crowd usually kibitzes a little during service and spends some 
time beforehand and afterwards catching up with each other 
and including those who zoom in from home in their conver-
sations. In each of these settings, the circles are enthusiasti-
cally widened to include newcomers and to get to know them 
as well. In other liturgical settings, I’ve heard the heartfelt ap-
preciation expressed by members when other people attend 
shivah minyanim simply because part of being a community 
is showing up for each other and showing that we care. 
 As we think of different ways to help our religious school 
students grow comfortable in our Shabbat morning services, 
those who already attend regularly give our Nitzanim Junior 
Congregation program rave reviews and children who come 
into the sanctuary often join me on the bimah and help lead 
different parts of the service. 
 And, as just one more example of the power of showing up, 
as a newcomer to the community myself, I am very impressed 
by the seriousness and the level of participation in the Jewish 
Nutrition Network Sunday morning food-packing sessions.  
About every six weeks, pallets of vegetables stacked over six 
feet high arrive at the synagogue on a Friday in preparation for 
the Sunday morning JNN gathering. Within an hour or two of 
opening the doors on Sunday, hundreds of bags of food are 
assembled to be taken to a nearby foodbank. While the food 
is being packed, members of HJC and members of the larger 
community are working together in our Social Hall and getting 
to know one another as they work and sort produce. 
 I can say similar things about those who attend Mens Club 
meetings, sisterhood functions, adult education classes and 
the myriad of different times and contexts in which HJC mem-
bers come together.
 We will never stop exploring new ways to engage the com-
munity and experimenting with new ways to come together.  
It’s a daunting task as we think about how to compete with 
all of the opportunities present in our connected world. Ev-
ery HJC member and every potential member has a choice 
between coming to HJC and staying home, plugged into the 
resources available on the internet. Nevertheless, its good to 
remember that not every answer has to be complicated. There 
is one simple, elegant and accessible way to find relationship 
and meaning at HJC which is accessible to even those of us 
who are not rocket scientists, and that is just to show up.  



 Every person whose heart so moves him 
should contribute gifts to the Lord

President’s Perspective Ellen Steinberg
President HJC
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   Parasha T’rumah (Chapter 25:1) 
begins as follows: “The Lord spoke 
to Moses, saying: Tell the Israelite 
people to bring Me gifts; you shall 
accept gifts for Me from every per-
son whose heart so moves him.” 
I have always found this beauti-
ful verse to be particularly mean-
ingful. This type of giving is not 

required, there is no specific tax or contribution specified. 
These types of donations are necessary for the upkeep of the 
tabernacle (or synagogue) but cannot reach into the realm of 
holiness. T’rumah (gift, offering) comes from the root meaning 
“to elevate.” Thus, the implication is that this act of generous 
and full-hearted offering to God elevates the donor to a higher 
level and brings him closer to the divine presence.
 Furthermore, each person gave according to his own abil-
ity and each gift was valuable and designated for a specific 
purpose. Nobody was asked to give more than he desired. 
Everything  was needed, not only gold and silver and precious 
stones, but rough goat hair and pieces of wood. There was 
no one equal standard for measuring the value of a contribu-
tion. It was essential that everyone whose heart so moved him 
could participate in the building of the mishkan and thus the 
entire community contributed. This is what allowed God to 
dwell in their midst. Some commentaries suggest that contri-
butions took on the character of the givers and that their uses 
were only determined once the gifts were given. Others even 
suggest most of the Israelites arrived in the desert with few 
craftsmen skills and that God, himself, endowed the artisans 
with the necessary skills. 
 How can we strive to create a culture of giving at HJC 
where each of our members can contribute their precious gifts 
wholeheartedly according to his or her ability? There are many 
ways to give to HJC and we need all of you. Some have the 
means to generously donate money above and beyond the 

required dues, others give generously of their time by volun-
teering in many different capacities. Still, others have specific 
expertise that can enhance our spiritual home and they give 
generously of their skills. All of these types of contributions 
are valuable and are essential to the health and well-being 
of our beloved HJC. I recently participated in a seminar of 
the Belonging Project (a UJA sponsored program that teach-
es synagogue leaders how to create a welcoming culture of 
belonging in their synagogues). One of the things I learned 
was that leadership needs to value and understand what each 
congregant is capable of contributing and then learn to tap 
into those resources when needed. We would love to do this 
but we need your help since we do not always know what 
each of you has to offer.
 When we participate in creating something, that thing has 
more value for us, and we take pride in our accomplishment. 
We all have a responsibility for ensuring that HJC has a for-
ward-looking vision and is prepared and ready to evolve and 
meet the challenges that face us. The more we contribute, 
each in our own way, the more each of us will be changed and 
spiritually enhanced by that experience.
 But wait! The most amazing part of the story of building 
the mishkan occurs in Chapter 36: 5-7. All the artisans have 
been assembled and they are about to begin the work. But 
they tell Moses: “The people are bringing more than is needed 
for the tasks….” Moses then made a proclamation throughout 
the land: “Let no man or woman make further effort towards 
gifts for the sanctuary.” So, the people stopped giving as they 
had contributed more than was needed. I always found these 
verses so unbelievable! Has this problem of too much giving 
ever been replicated since? Now that I am your president, I 
appreciate the envious position into which Moses found him-
self. I can promise all of you that I will never ask you to stop 
giving of your money, time and skills as we continue the work 
of creating a bright future for HJC by strengthening the bonds 
that link us together.

UPCOMING SISTERHOOD PROGRAMS

 
March will have 2 programs with a Theater theme.  Sisterhood is sponsoring a program called Broadway on a Budget on 
March 21st at 7:30 PM. We have invited a speaker to give us money saving tips on how to see Broadway shows for under 
$60.  Sisterhood has also bought a block of tickets for the Engeman Theater in Northport for a matinee performance of 
Jersey Boys on Wednesday March 27th.  Please look for the flyers with additional information on how to RSVP.

BQLI Region Spring Regional Conference Thursday April 4th and Woman of Achievement Gala Thursday June 6th
Please save the date Thursday April 4th 9:15 am – 3:45 pm at Plainview Jewish Center for our Region’s Spring 
Conference. The theme is “Building Bridges, Sisters Connecting. The program includes a discussion about connecting 
generations for Membership, chair yoga with Joni Brenner, Sisterhood Milestone Awards, Luncheon, and a Craft Project.

The annual BQLI Woman of Achievement Gala is planned for Thursday June 6th. We will celebrate and honor the region’s 
Women of Achievement. These are woman who go above and beyond and deserve to be recognized for their outstanding 
dedication and contributions to their Sisterhood and synagogue community. Our Sisterhood has selected Tyna Strenger.   
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View From The Director’s Chair

Collaboration & Teamwork

Rachel Gritz
Executive Director

   This past month, I attended my 
first session of JCRC LI’s Com-
munity Leadership Program. In 
this session, the theme that was 
to be discussed was networking 
and team building. In the first half 
of this session, we had to walk up 
to three different people, strike 
up a conversation and ask them 
their name, and ask them a ques-

tion. We had to recall each of these three different people’s 
names and what they told us in response to the three different 
questions. Underneath these tasks was really an exercise in 
active listening. 
 I enjoy meeting people and in the role that I am in here at 
HJC, I must pay extra close attention to what people tell me 
about themselves, whether it is about an event or a program, 
a suggestion and especially when I meet a new congregant 
or a new person that enters HJC.  In this part of the session, I 
found it to be simple and business as usual for myself. How-
ever, the troubling aspect I noticed during this exercise was 
that a great deal of people in the room were more concerned 
with what they were going to say next, rather than focusing 
on who is speaking to them, and unfortunately missing key 
details. Here at HJC, this is something we all can take part in 
together as a community; to be active listeners to each other 
to grow our community. It is important to listen to what each 
other is saying and not focus so much on how we will respond 
so that we can fully achieve our goals for the greater good of 
our community.
 The second half of the session, we broke up into groups of 
five with people that none of us knew or met prior to that mo-
ment. The task at hand was that we were given three plastic 
cups, one rubber band, and five strings, and no this was not a 
game of flip cup!  We had only seven minutes to devise a plan 
on how we were going to get the cups onto the table without 
touching the actual cups. After seven minutes, we had to per-
form the plan in total silence. In other words, we had to remem-
ber what we all planned together and act in silence to do this 

task. My group ended up using the rubber band and looping 
each string through the rubber band, which resembled a dream 
catcher. Each of us then lifted the cup by holding each of our 
strings and hoisted the cup one at a time onto the table.  I must 
admit, I thought our group was highly creative with this idea!
 The most interesting aspect of this exercise that I found 
was not the method itself that we chose to lift the cups, rather 
how all of us agreed in seven minutes to do a task together 
and in unison. We all had a chance to speak, and one mem-
ber of the group heard what we were saying yet acted as the 
“voice” or decision maker in this scenario, and quickly put all 
our ideas together in a concrete and concise plan of action. 
Even though one member had more of the dominant voice, 
the actual plan and vision came from each one of us in the 
group. Teambuilding is always something we can continue to 
enhance among groups of people and here at HJC.  With so 
many wonderful cohorts of hardworking committees at HJC it 
is crucial that we all act as a team and listen to each other and 
be heard, even if at the end of the day a decision on a topic or 
program needs to be made. My door is always open to lend 
a hand with any decision that HJC needs assistance with to 
help achieve our goals. 
 This month, there are several programs that involve col-
laborative programming that I would like to highlight.We have 
on March 2nd a Night of Music featuring our very own Rhonda 
Kahane (Kay) & The Backstage Trio Band, a joint concert be-
tween HJC & Temple Beth El to support our Jewish communi-
ties. We have our Social Justice Committee host a program on 
March 5th called Building Intercommunity Relationships with 
Rabbi Capers C. Funnye, Jr. HJC will host a screening of the 
movie Golda, which involved a collaboration effort amongst 
our congregants, Bob & Lee Wieser on Sunday March 10th. 
We will have our community congregational Shabbat dinner 
on March 15th, which I hope everyone will sign up for an eve-
ning of togetherness. We will also be having our Purim Spiel 
and Megillah reading on Saturday March 23rd and our ever-
popular Purim Carnival on March 24th. Each one of these pro-
grams this month involves teamwork and a true collaboration. 
I wish all of you a happy Purim!
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Early Childhood News Ilene Brown, Director of
Early Childhood Education

“We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give.”    —Winston Churchill

   Character Education has always 
been important to us in the ECC. 
It ties in with many of the corner-
stones of early childhood educa-
tion and life itself, for we do not 
only teach and live the typical 
academics in our school. It is so 
much more. Everything starts here 
and now. Kicking off our “Acts of 

Kindness Event” is so much more than just being kind and 
committing kind acts. It is social emotional development, a 
cornerstone of early childhood education. It is gratitude. It is 
tolerance. It is accepting and appreciating our differences and 
diversity. Now more than ever we need the human component 
of kindness, compassion, peace, and love.
 How do we teach kindness and compassion to preschool-
ers? Social Emotional Learning is a key element in early child-
hood education. It helps children identify their own feelings, 
identify other children’s feelings, solve problems, and cope 
with their emotions. Children will learn to understand their 
emotions and read facial cues of others to understand their 
emotions. One could argue that a young child does not under-
stand or feel compassion, but when you observe it unsolicited 
firsthand, you know anything is possible. We have seen our 
children comfort other children when they are sad, offer them 
a hand or a toy to try to cheer them up. Even a simple pat, a 

hug, a smile is a gesture of kindness and compassion when 
they see a friend or even a teacher struggling. A TWO-year-
old child saw a teacher crouching to help a child. She was 
rubbing her back, as it hurt her to bend for a length of time. 
This two-year-old child ran to get a chair for the teacher, tell-
ing her it would help her back! We want the child to be aware 
of the intrinsic reward of helping and being kind to another. It 
is very gratifying to make another happy with a kind gesture. 
It is a win win for all. We feel better about ourselves for do-
ing good in this world, and the person we help is pretty darn 
happy too. 
 This year we labeled and counted 100 acts of kindness by 
our students, parents, and each other. We want to give back 
to the community and be grateful for what we have. We col-
lected as a community for “Birthday Wishes”, which provides 
birthday parties for homeless children. Thanks to the gener-
osity of our community, we delivered 10 large tubs of party 
supplies. This will impact countless children’s lives. 
This year we decided to invite other schools to join our kind-
ness event and curriculum. Each child in our school deco-
rated a link for a chain of kindness. Each class created a class 
kindness chain by attaching each child’s links together. Then 
we attached all class kindness chains to create a school kind-
ness chain. Finally, we have invited two other schools to cre-
ate thier own kindness chain, which will attach to our school’s 
to create a community chain of kindness!
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 Costumes and Courage: Embracing Identity Yesterday and Today   
  There is always an air of excitement 
and anticipation when the holiday 
of Purim approaches. Vibrant cos-
tumes, mishloach manot (gift bas-
kets) exchanged, carnivals, parades, 
the spirited readings of the Megil-
lah, and the joyous celebration that 
marks this holiday are a testament 
to the enduring strength and spirit of 
the Jewish people.  Yet,  this year, I 

cannot help but see the ironic parallel we seem to find our-
selves in the 21st century.  Does history repeat itself?  Beneath 
the surface of these festivities lies a profound exploration of 
identity, both hidden and revealed 
which resonates deeply in our his-
tory and today.
 Purim commemorates a time 
when the Jewish people in Per-
sia were saved from extermina-
tion through the bravery of Queen 
Esther (real name was Hadas), 
who revealed her hidden Jewish 
identity to the king at great per-
sonal risk.   In a world post Oct. 
7, many of us are evaluating and 

Religious School Gina Giuffre, Director

navigating our comfort level in revealing our own Jewish-
ness.  Purim costumes serve as a powerful metaphor for the 
masks we sometimes wear to navigate the world.   Whether 
it is concealing our vulnerabilities, adopting a persona to fit 
in, or hiding our Jewish identity in contexts where it might 
not be safe or accepted, we all wear “costumes” at times.
 Yet, Purim teaches us the power of revealing our true 
selves.  It encourages us to celebrate our identity with pride 
and to recognize the strength in community and vulnerability.  
Jewish people have always found creative and courageous 
ways to maintain their traditions and beliefs. In good times 
and in difficult times, we come together to celebrate and sup-
port. This holiday serves as a reminder, while we may face 

challenges in being true to our-
selves and revealing our Jewish-
ness outwardly, there is profound 
strength and freedom in shedding 
our masks.   Let us take to heart 
the lessons of Purim and strive to 
live authentically, boldly, and with 
pride.   In doing so, we honor the 
legacy of those who came before 
us and pave the way for a future 
where every individual can freely 
and safely express who they are.
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Donations

MAZEL TOV:
Ellen & Jay Steinberg on the birth of their grandson Lincoln Alton 
Steinberg

Every member of HJC is entitled to a free grave in
HJC’s cemetery. Contact the office for information.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Caroline Brooks & Christopher Gallienne & their children: 
Madison Gallienne, Ally Gallienne & Jamie Gallienne

CAMP RAMAH FUND
Judy & Lester Fox in memory of Yolanda Barfus

EMERGENCY SECURITY FUND
Lawrence & Marjorie Maltin
Jonathan & Jacqlyn Nedvin
Gloria Safran
Doris & David Schoenfarber

ETHEL SACHS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT FUND
Liz & Steve Holbreich in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Bennett Sachs

GARDEN FUND
Bruce & Alice Rosen in memory of Janice Bushman, mother of 
Nina Harmon

GENERAL FUND
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer in honor of the 
Anniversary of Scott Ingber’s Bar Mitzvah
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer in memory of Bruce 
Feinberg, husband of Sheila Feinberg
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer in honor of Logan 
Klaire’s wedding 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer in honor of the 
anniversary of Scott Ingber’s Bar Mitzvah
Leslie & Jack Rubin in honor of Gale & Paul Greenstein on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Sophie Rae Greenstein
Richard Klee in memory of Miriam Klee at Yarzheit
Leslie & Jack Rubin in memory of Chester Rubin at Yahrzeit
Leslie & Jack Rubin in memory of Paula Marenberg at Yahrzeit
Leslie & Jack Rubin in memory of Mordecai Rubin at Yahrzeit
Leslie & Jack Rubin in memory of Gilla Rubin at Yahrzeit
Peter & Joanne Cohn in memory of Harry Mulberg at Yahrzeit
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in honor of the birth of Jonah Reed, grandson 
of Andrea Smoller
Ellen & Jay Steinberg memory of Janice Bushman, mother of 
Nina Harmon
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Brayden Gritz, 
son of Rachel & Ryan Gritz
Lawrence & Marjorie Maltin in memory of Joseph Soloman at 
Yahrzeit 
Rachel Gritz in honor of the birth of Jonah Reed, grandson of Andrea 
Marcus Smoller
Linda & Elliott Jonas in honor of Ellen & Jay Steinberg’s first 
granddaughter, Michelle Daphne

INCLUSION FUND 
Doris & David Schoenfarber in memory of Bertel Robbins at Yahrzeit
Jeff & Lesley Stark in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Brayden Gritz, son 
of Rachel & Ryan Gritz

JEWISH NUTRITIONAL NETWORK
Barry & Anne Specht in memory of Joseph Specht at Yahrzeit
Lawrence & Marjorie Maltin in memory of Joseph Solomon at Yahrzeit
Scott & Chiahui Herskovitz in memory of Jerry Feldman
Judy & Lester Fox in memory of Jerry Feldman
Eileen & Harvey Berger in memory of Jerry Feldman
Rob & Maxine Fisher in memory of Jerry Feldman 
Roger Silverberg & Evelyn Abraham in memory of Jerry Feldman, 
father of Elise Lisoski
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in honor of Ellen & Jay Steinberg’s 
granddaughter, Michelle Daphne
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in honor of Gale & Paul Greenstein on the 
birth of their granddaughters Sophie Rae Greenstein & Emma Smith
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in honor of Andrea Marcus Smoller on the 
birth of her grandson, Jonah Reed
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Janice Bushman
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Jerry Feldman
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Yolanda Barfus
Rosalie & Maxwell Malkiel in memory of Jerry Feldman
Brian & Nancy Cooper in memory of Jerry Feldman

MORNING MINYAN FUND
The Fleiss Family in memory of Ethel Tasman Fleiss at Yahrzeit

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
Gina Giuffre in honor of the engagement of Debbie Cadel’s son to 
Michelle Graff

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
Gloria Safran in memory of Ray Steaker at Yahrzeit
Marilyn & David Klein in memory of our dearest friend, Yolanda Barfus
Marilyn & David Klein in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Brayden Gritz, 
son of Rachel & Ryan Gritz
Liz & Steve Holbreich in memory of Laurie Wolberg at Yahrzeit

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
Farel & Susan Jouard in memory of Eileen Berman at Yahrzeit
Brian & Nancy Cooper in memory of Janice Bushman mother of 
Nina Harmon, and mother-in-law of Jeffrey Harmon.
Brian & Nancy Cooper in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Brayden Gritz, 
son of Rachel & Ryan Gritz
Brian & Nancy Cooper in honor of Lesley Stark on her milestone 
birthday

Save The Date For The Celebrate Israel Parade! 
The Celebrate Israel Day Parade is Sunday, June 2, 2024, and will take place from 11AM - 4PM on Fifth Avenue 

between 57th Street – 74th Street. This year’s theme is  Am Echad, Lev Echad - One People, One Heart
Stay tuned for registration & busing information in the upcoming weeks!

CONDOLENCE:
Yolanda Barfus
Jerry Feldman founder of Woodbury Kosher
Janice Bushman, mother of Nina Harmon
Joyce Baltus, mother of Michele Baltus and grandmother to 
Brianna & Adina Baltus Kirkland
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HJC Social Justice Committee presents 
Building Intercommunity Relationships: 

An evening with Rabbi Capers C. Funnye, Jr. 

Tuesday, March 5 
 7:30 – 9:15 p.m. 
Rabbi Capers C. Funnye, Jr. is Chief Rabbi of the 
International Israelite Board of Rabbis, rabbi and spiritual 
leader of Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew 
Congregation in Chicago, and a long-time member of the 
Chicago Board of Rabbis. He is also the rabbi-cousin of 
Michelle Obama. 

Rabbi Funnye is passionate about the need to build 
intercommunity relationships now more than ever. He will 
tell us about the Israelite Community in the U.S., his 
experience in building relationships with different sectors   
of the Black, White, Jewish and Muslim communities in 
Chicago and throughout the country, and his vision of 
where we go from here.

Rabbi Funnye will join us remotely. To get the most of this unique opportunity, we urge 
everyone to join us in person at HJC. We are also inviting members of Temple Beth-El and 
Kehilath Shalom.  A zoom option will also be provided to start at 7:45 p.m. 

Registration is required by Thursday, Feb. 29. For security reasons, no one will be admitted 
who has not registered in advance.  (Zoom Information will be sent in the registration) 
RSVP: https://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/social-justice-program--rabbi-funnye.html or click on 
the QR Code. 
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HJC PRESENTS: A SCREENING OF GOLDA
SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH AT 1:00 PM

PIZZA & REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
A DISCUSSION TO FOLLOW THE FILM LED BY RABBI 

ROSIN
SCAN THE QR CODE TO REGISTER: COST $15 P/P

If you need any accommodation to be able to fully participate in this event, please 
notify Rachel in the front office. Do not let the cost of the program deter your 
participation... reach out to Rabbi Rosin
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RSVP by Sunday, March 10th

March 15, 2024
Services begin at 6pm

Dinner at 7pm

Come join us to 
welcome Shabbat with

your fellow congregants!
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Many thanks to HJC’s Sisterhood for sponsoring and organizing the 
annual Hamantashen Family Workshop on Sunday, February 4. 
Lots of fun was had 
rolling, filling and 
pinching dozens of 
hamantashen to be 
taken home to bake! 
A special thank you 
to Denise and Jacob 
Novick for helping to 
set up and organize.
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www.vecteezy.com

Sunday, March 24, 9:00 AMSunday, March 24, 9:00 AM

PURIM  LAZER  SHOWPURIM  LAZER  SHOW  
 10:00 AM 10:00 AM

CARNIVALCARNIVAL
 11:00 AM 11:00 AM

All  Invited!All  Invited!

HJC Religious School Presents:

If you require any accommodations to be able to join us and fully participate in this event, please notify the office so we can assist you.

Family Megillah Family Megillah 
reading, music and reading, music and 

costume paradecostume parade

Purim festivities 
made possible by 

the Herskovitz Family Fund



16



Facilities at the Huntington Jewish Center 
are available to rent for your special event.

KIDDUSH LOUNGE, FAMILY LIFE ROOM, LIBRARY
Do you need a room for an organizational meeting or a family get-together? 

The Huntington Jewish Center can provide a facility to meet your needs.
 FACILITY RENTAL:
 When HJC building is already open ...................................$300
 Special opening of the HJC building .................................$500

 SECURITY FEE:
 We require the use of a security guard at our facility. 
  Cost to pay the security guard for the hours used:.....$43.75/hour, minimum 3 hours

 SET UP & CLEAN UP FEE:
  Cleaning of the facilities before and after the event..... $100

There is a 3 hour minimum and 8 hour maximum for use of the facility

SOCIAL HALL
For large meetings, B’Nei Mitzvah parties, wedding receptions, 

or other significant events where a larger facility is required.
  FACILITY RENTAL:
  When HJC building is already open............................... $1150
  Special opening of the HJC building...............................$1270

  SECURITY FEE:
  We require the use of a security guard at our facility. 
  Cost to pay the security guard for the hours used:.....$43.75/hour, minimum 3 hours

  SET UP & CLEAN UP FEE:
  Cleaning of the facilities before and after the event.....$150

There is a 3 hour minimum and 8 hour maximum for use of the facility

To use any facility and for detailed information contact Rachel Gritz:
rgritz@hjcny.org  •  631-427-1089

Only open to Members of HJC
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HJC Purim Spiel 
& Megillah Reading

mSaturday, March 23rd

7:30 pm
Refreshments served 

Sponsored by Sisterhood & the HJC Congregation

8:00 pm
Purim Spiel - “The Voice: Purim Edition” 

& Megillah Reading

All are welcome!

If you need any accommodation to be able to fully participate in this event, 
please notify Rachel in the main office.
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Dear Nili and the HJC community!
I wanted to thank you all from 
the bottom of the heart for the 
generous donation you gave us. The 
Modiin Social Closet is working 
24/7 since October 7th to help 
thousands of Israelis who had to 
evacuate from their homes. Every 
shirt will hug someone who 
needs a hug. Every coat will warm 
someone who is cold. Your giving 
is so personal and for that, so 
moving. Thank you for being with 
us, seeing us and praying for us in 
these difficult times. Kol Israel 
Arevim ze laze. 
Limor Rubin
On behalf of the MSC volunteers.

                           The Great Hamantashen Sale 
 

 
 

Purim begins Saturday evening, March 23rd and Sisterhood is once again busy in the kitchen baking delicious hamantashen! 
The price is only $15 per dozen. 

 
Available flavors are: Apricot, Raspberry, Chocolate Chip 

(Apricot and Raspberry are dairy-free, but prepared in the HJC dairy kitchen) 
 

                                          Please order early! Orders must be received by Friday, March 15th. 
 Use the handy tear sheet below to submit your orders to the HJC main office  

with your check made payable to HJC Sisterhood  
                                        Please send payment with your order marked to the attention of Sisterhood  
 

Questions? Please contact Donna Fleiss at donna.fleiss@gmail.com or 516-635-7829  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------- 

                                
                                Name___________________________________ Phone_________________ 

 
                                       Flavors          # of dozen      Price @ $15/dozen 
                                      Apricot                                     _________              _______________  
                                      Raspberry                   _________                 _______________ 
                                      Chocolate Chip                          _________              _______________ 
                                      (No assorted dozens) 
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The sixth edition of (mostly) True Things was held on Saturday, January 27, 2024.  
The stars of this show, created and run by Jude Treder-Wolff, were Jennifer Bring Ingber, Julie Luks, Aaron Sloutski and Bob Wieser.  
Sixty people came to hear HJC members’ stories.  We heard about getting lost in Israel at age 21, excelling-not surprisingly-
in college courses at age 14, a small act of kindness circling back to a worldly, adventurous traveling nurse in a completely 
unexpected way, and how it happened that a musician found himself serendipitously playing guitar with his rock star hero. 
The audience had to decide 
who they thought was 
telling their story without 
any (slight) deceptions.   
Three people won the 
contest and received a 
small gift, compliments of 
Jude.  It was an evening of 
touching entertainment, 
refreshments, comradery 
and fun. Be on the lookout 
for next year’s show!


