
September 2024 | Av / Elul 5784 Bulletin

M. Spielman

AUTUMN
2024



	

Rachel Gritz
Executive Director

631-427-1089 ext. 23

Neil Kurshan
Rabbi Emeritus

	

	 	
 	 	

	  	 		
     	

HJC Board of Trustees / 2024-2025
Ellen Steinberg, President

Andrea Marcus Smoller, 1st V.P.	 Rick Davis, Treasurer
Ofer Rind, 2nd V.P.	 Donna Fleiss, Secretary
Dave Schoenfarber, 3rd V.P.	 Leigh Murphy, Admin V.P.

Ken Bram	 Jess Kalmar	 Anne Recht
Rachel Brill	 Walter Kleinmann	 Mitchell Reiver	
	Larry Feibel	 Eve Krief	 Mike Richter
	Arthur Frischman	 Julie Luks	 Jack Rubin
	Janet Ganes	 Keith Messing	 Beth Chase Schuman
	Steven Gettleman	 Ari Perler	 Roger Silverberg
Jeff Harmon	 Gabe Phillips	 Saul Sternschein	                           

HJC Committee Chairpersons
Adult Education..................................... Nancy Cooper
Bereavement & Chesed Connections... Debbie Stein & Joni Brenner
Bulletin.................................................... Marty Spielman
Cemetery................................................ Louis Walsdorf
Early Childhood Center Board.............Ellen Anastasi and Lindsay Green
Environmentalism ................................ Emily May 
Finance and Budget............................... Jack Rubin
Greeters................................................... Maxine Fisher
High Holiday Honors............................ Ofer Rind
House...................................................... Rachel Brill & Paul Greenstein 
Inclusion................................................. Miriam Eckstein-Koas & Lesley Stark
Israel Engagement................................. Scott Ingber
JNN.......................................................... Rob Fisher
Library..................................................... Tyna Strenger
Membership Engagement.................... Keith Messing & Beth Chase Schuman
Men’s Club.............................................. Alex Steinberg
Religious School.................................... Debbie Cadel
Ritual....................................................... Cindy Dolgin
Security................................................... Alan Kriegstein
Sisterhood............................................... Evelyn Abraham
Social Action.......................................... Marilyn Klein
Social Justice........................................... Susan Jouard & Dori Schwartz
Special Arrangements........................... Shelley Weinberg & Patricia Schoeffler
Theatre Development............................ Maxine Fisher
Technology............................................. Jeff Stark

Ilene Brown
Director, Early Childhood Center

631-427-1089 ext. 15

Gina Giuffre
Religious School Director

631-427-1089 ext. 14

 Sisterhood News
by Evelyn Abraham

2

Rabbi Eric Rosin
Rabbi  

631-423-5355

Ellen Steinberg
President

516-971-4983

Sisterhood Contact:   Evelyn Abraham
evelyn_abraham@optonline.net

WOMEN’S LEAGUE TORAH FUND CAMPAIGN

Watch for our upcoming Sisterhood Membership Dues 
mailing. Your dues are used to support HJC, Women’s 
League for Conservative Judaism and fund programming.

Our new Torah Fund general campaign 
theme for 2024-2025 is Am Yisrael Chai - 
The People of Israel Live.

Like our pin last year, this new pin 
will be made of sterling silver and 14K 
goldplate, is proudly being manufactured 
in Israel, and can also be worn as a pendant. 
If you make a donation of $180 or more, you will 
be given the pin as a gift to thank you for your generosity.

Your generosity helps provide essential scholarships and 
programs to train future leaders of the Jewish community. 
Torah Fund helps develop future rabbis, cantors, educators, 
synagogue administrators, social workers, scholars, 
researchers, lay leaders and others.

If you would like more information on Torah Fund, please 
contact Evelyn Abraham. If you would like to make a 
donation: https://inspired.jtsa.edu/torahfund

Please indicate Huntington Jewish Center when you make 
an online donation. If you would like to pay by check, make 
checks payable to Torah Fund and mail to HJC attention 
Sisterhood Torah Fund.

Save paper and send ecards for any occasion. For only $5 
per recipient, you can send an attractive message–and 
you can even schedule your card to be sent at a specific 
time!  Revenue from ecard purchases will benefit the 
2024-2025/5785 Torah Fund general campaign theme, Am 
Yisrael Chai - The People of Israel Live through the end of 
June 2025.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
Annual Paid-Up Membership Dinner
Thursday September 19th at 6:30 PM 

Please join us for dinner, program and meet new members. 
Annual Sisterhood Dues can be paid on the HJC Website/
Community/ Sisterhood/ Sisterhood Dues. You can also 
send a check to HJC payable to HJC Sisterhood and mark 
envelope attention Sisterhood Dues. 

Annual Dues: $45   Annual Senior Dues: $30

Journey from Johannesburg – Toby Tobias
Sunday September 22nd 7:00 PM

His inspiring story and his original songs will enlighten, 
entertain and touch your heart. Come along on the Journey.  

Please contact Evelyn Abraham if you would like to learn 
more about the upcoming programs and become more 
involved with Sisterhood.
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From Rabbi Eric Rosin

Zusia
  As hints of red and yellow appear 
on the edges of the leaves, the 
mornings begin to take on the chill 
of fall and hours of daylight grow 
shorter, autumn approaches and a 
middle-aged rabbi’s thoughts in-
evitably turn to...Zusia. Reb Zusia 
of Hanipol was a revered Hasidic 
rebbe with a cadre of devoted stu-
dents. According to the well-known 
story of his final days, as Reb Zu-

sia neared the end of his life, his students were shocked 
to encounter him weeping and crying out from his bed. 
	 “Our rabbi, our teacher,” they asked, “why are you crying?  
Your wisdom rivals that of Moshe Rebeinu, your hesed (or 
kindness) is like that Avraham Avinu.” Reb Zusia, heard his 
students but found no comfort in their words. Distraught, he 
explained, “When I pass from this world and appear before 
the Heavenly Tribunal, they won’t ask me, ‘Zusia, why weren’t 
you as wise as Moses or as kind as Abraham?’ I could never 
have rivaled Moses or Abraham. Instead, they will ask me, 
‘Zusia, why weren’t you a better Zusia? Why did you stray 
from the path that could have been yours?’”
	 Of course, as fall approaches, the other siren call that pul-
pit rabbis cannot ignore is the steady approach of the Hagim, 
of Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur and the Ten Days of Re-
pentance. The challenge of working with every branch of the 
shul to master the logistics of these complicated communal 
pilgrimages is daunting. The performance pressure of need-
ing to satisfy and hopefully exceed the expectations of the 
community to produce marathon prayer experiences that are 
spiritually engaging, and that help make sense of this exceed-
ingly complicated time in our history is formidable.
	 Reb Zusia’s despair, though, reminds us that the heart of 
the holidays is not the services themselves. It is our uniquely 
Jewish understanding of Teshuvah or repentance. Reb Zusia 
reminds us that, as individuals and as a community, over the 
past year we have made mistakes, we have violated our own 
ideals and the expectations of our tradition and, depending 
on our theology, of our God. But those are the (relatively) easy 
elements of our lives to atone for. We summon our awareness 
of our errors and offenses and we dedicate ourselves to not 
repeating them in the future.  
	 The deeper process of teshuvah is to hold ourselves ac-
countable for the things we didn’t do, the times when we 
missed opportunities to be the best versions of ourselves, 
as individuals and a community, and to think about what we 
need to change in order to recognize and grow these oppor-
tunities over the coming year.

	 I’ve been thinking about these opportunities in my own life, 
but as my first year at HJC comes to an end and I contem-
plate the year to come, I’ll use this space to share what the 
synagogue leadership and I are doing to avoid missing op-
portunities over the year to come. 
	 Last year, I was privileged to teach the sixth and seventh 
grades in the religious school. It was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn with and to get to know the smart, entertaining and 
really great students who will soon ascend our bimah and be-
come b’nai mitzvah. And it also meant that during religious 
school, I was always with the same students and I missed the 
opportunities to spend significant time with the other classes.  
With the help and support of Morah Gina, Gina Guiffre, our 
remarkable and indefatigable Educational Director, next year 
we’ve worked out a calendar that will enable me to be pres-
ent to and supplement all of the religious school classes and I 
look forward to getting to know each student and each family 
over the course of the year.
	 Additionally, last year I experienced one of the greatest 
frustrations of any pulpit rabbi: realizing after the fact that I 
had not called a congregant after a medical procedure when 
she would have appreciated it. There was an era before HIPAA 
regulations governed the confidentiality of medical informa-
tion when physicians would call their rabbi when a congregant 
was under their care and when rabbis could call hospitals and 
ask about their census of Jewish patients. Those days have 
passed and we are now dependent on hearing through word 
of mouth when our support would be helpful.  
	 Here too, HJC is evolving. Our membership committee un-
der the leadership of Keith Messing and Beth Chase-Schuman 
is creating a structure that will help board members stay in 
communication with every congregant. When they hear that 
someone may benefit from a pastoral call, they can share 
that information with me.  Additionally, our Hesed Committee, 
headed by Joni Brenner and Debbie Stein, is also commit-
ted to stepping up to answer any other needs that we learn 
about.  Finally, I am trying to get the word out that everyone 
should feel comfortable contacting me directly when they or 
anyone whom they know would appreciate my reaching out to 
them. 	
	 Finally, the entire synagogue is engaged in thinking about 
the best way to bring more music into our services, our 
schools and to every facet of our communal life.
	 And these are just a few of the ways that the synagogue 
leadership and I are thinking about the year to come. As we 
prepare for the Hebrew year 5785, it is our hope that, if we can 
maintain our focus on these initiatives and others, one year 
from now we will be privileged to be able to say that HJC has 
been the best community that it can be.

JUDAICA SHOPJUDAICA SHOP  OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND FOR YOUR HOLIDAY AND SIMCHA NEEDS



President’s Perspective Ellen Steinberg
President HJC
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What I Did on My Summer VacationBy, HJC	 Many of you think that summer is a time for rest and relaxation here at your spiritual home but 

I have had one of the busiest summers ever and it has been so much fun! 	 First, let’s start with the home improvement projects. My summer began with the re-paving 

of my parking lot which included painting lanes and parking spots. I hope that none of you will miss 

the gigantic potholes and the orange directional cones! In case you are wondering, my parking lot 

has not had a major upgrade since the 1990’s. Thanks so much to Rachel Gritz and our Security 

and House Committees, especially Arthur Perler and Paul Greenstein for this improvement. I feel 

so much better. The other major project, under the direction of Rachel and Dave Schoenfarber 

has been the replacement of all my lighting with energy efficient and long-lasting LED bulbs. You 

will notice that everything looks much brighter, and we will be saving about $15,000 in energy 

costs/year. I also cleaned out and re-organized my closets which, in and of itself, was a major 

accomplishment. Multiply all the junk you accumulate in your own homes several fold to get an 

idea of what we found! Cameras and wiring have been installed in the Lief Chapel to allow for Live 

Streaming and easier use of zoom. This was paid for by the Rabbi Neil Kurshan Legacy Fund.
	 Several security enhancement projects are also underway which include upgrading the servers 

for my CCTV and security cameras, installation of a PA system and improvements in my alarm 

system. The long-awaited installation of a new fire panel also has taken place in August. Oh, and 

the door to the library has been moved so that congregants can have access to the library while 

school is in session. Our technology closet has been expanded for better access to our equip-

ment. The ECC library is being painted. This place has been a hub of activity. It’s exhausting!
	 Camp was once again a huge success. Normally, I enjoy some quiet time once the pitter patter 

of little feet is over in mid-August but not this summer! 	 My day-to-day life continued over the summer while all the additional projects were ongoing. 

Shabbat services moved to the Lief Chapel, our summer home, a lovely and more intimate space. 

We had a Community Shabbat Dinner and services Under the Stars. Congregants celebrated life 

cycle events and sponsored kiddushes. Sisterhood and Men’s Club’s Shabbat by the Sound at the 

beautiful Keshet home is another summer favorite. State Assemblyman Steve Stern hosted a 

breakfast to schmooze and answer questions from his constituents at HJC. Eva Grubler contin-

ues to motivate us with yoga every Friday morning.	 As you know, HJC has been without a Cantor for several years which has affected everyone 

and has created a void in every aspect of synagogue life. Although I am financially sound, there 

were not sufficient funds in my budget to support a full time Cantor for the 2024-2025 fiscal 

year. Rachel Brill and Gabe Phillips took the lead and proposed that we have a fundraiser to help 

support the salary of a full time Cantor. They created a vision for our future and a small parlor 

meeting was held in July to make the case for giving at the beautiful home of Rachel and Jonathan 

Brill. Within a few weeks, the goal of raising $100,000 in pledges was accomplished! Following 

this, our board voted to allocate an additional $100,000 from my reserves and approved the 

formation of a Cantor Search Committee to begin its work in the fall. There will be opportunities 

for everyone who wishes to donate as well. Much of this work is still in the early planning phases 

and I will most definitely keep you all informed. This is perhaps the most exciting thing that hap-

pened this summer.
	 With such a busy summer behind me, I look forward to the peace and calm of the High Holiday 

preparations. Just kidding! Of course, Rachel and Diane are on top of this and you have already 

received your HH packet. I know many of you have not yet opened it since it is a reminder that the 

days of summer are waning, and school and the holidays are right around the corner.
	 See you at our grand summer finale; the Shabbarbecue September 6!

A+
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View From The Director’s Chair

“If you want different results, do not do the same things.”

Rachel Gritz
Executive Director

  As summer ends, most of us 
with children are preparing for 
another school year. The prepa-
rations I am referring to are not 
the physical preparations, such 
as in buying school supplies, 
clothing, backpacks, and doc-
tor’s appointments, but the men-
tal preparations involved from us 
as parents and our children. 

	 There is always much anticipation involved in a new school 
year. I always ask my children, what would you like to do dif-
ferently this year, how do you feel that this year will be dif-
ferent than last? Often, the answers range from sitting with 
new friends at lunch, giving new people a chance, choosing 
a new after-school activity or club, and performing better in a 
challenging school subject. I also try and ask myself the very 
same question as well. What would I like to do differently this 
year as the new school year approaches? Can I be more pa-
tient while helping with homework? Should I volunteer for pro-
grams more at the school? How can I have balanced children 
while not overscheduling myself? I am sure these questions 
sound remarkably familiar. 

	 It is important to always change and improve and do things 
a bit differently from year to year, so we all remain vibrant and 
grow as individuals. This concept can also be applied to us 
here in our own HJC community. While it is important to hold 
tight onto our traditions and past programs, it is also equally 
valuable to look ahead and see how we can change and do 
things a bit differently for the upcoming year ahead.
	 From the sidelines, I already see this happening in our 
community. There is a brand new HJC membership engage-
ment committee that is currently being formed with much en-
thusiasm and already being led by Keith Messing and Beth 
Chase-Schuman. They both have a great deal of wonderful 
ideas of how to engage our members and involve them in all 
that our synagogue has to offer.  Another example this year is 
our Selichot program, which is on Saturday, September 28th 
will also appear a bit different than in years past. This year, we 
will be having the incredible Tizmoret Acapella Group, from 
Queens College attend our Selichot program. They are an 
amazing addition to our high holiday programming, and it will 
be an enjoyable and meaningful experience for all to attend.  
It is wonderful to see so many new and innovative ideas come 
to fruition here at HJC.  If any of you have innovative ideas of 
programs, please know my door is always open! I wish all of 
you a wonderful start to the fall. 

 - Albert Einstein

Tizmoret Acapella

 Emma Colwin

Emma Colwin will become a Bat Mitzvah  this September.   She has attend-
ed Hebrew school at HJC since first grade. She is so proud of how well she 
can read Hebrew and all her cultural learnings. We thank Morah Tara for all her 
support and always believing in her.



Early Childhood News Ilene Brown, Director of
Early Childhood Education

Nature holds the key to our aesthetic, intellectual, cognitive, 
and even spiritual satisfaction. – E. O. Wilson, 1929 - 2021, American biologist, 
naturalist, ecologist, and entomologist known for developing the field of sociobiology

    I have written several bulletins 
about the importance of nature 
in our lives, and particularly in a 
child’s life. Research has shown us 
that being outside in nature reduc-
es stress and it is healthier for us to 
be outside physically, mentally, and 
emotionally. Children learn better 

in their natural environment as all their senses are engaged. 
Being in nature engages all their senses and encourages and 
increases curiosity, imagination, and socialization skills. Why 
would anyone want their child sitting indoors on a screen? 
Being in nature also has a big science component which we 
know that the education world is focused. All our play areas 
complement the learning of our early childhood students. One 
of my favorite parts of our playground is our garden. It is di-
vided into three separate areas; a growing garden, a sensory 
garden, and a pollinating garden. Gardening not only lends it-
self to science and math, it also teaches the children patience 
and self-regulation. In this world of technology, the children 
(and the rest of us) need to learn that not everything is instant 

gratification. We measure our vegetables that we have plant-
ed to document their growth and eagerly wait for the veg-
etables and fruit to grow. This year we harvested tomatoes, 
blueberries, strawberries, zucchini, cucumbers, and broccoli. 
We even added a Rain Collecting Barrel (one of my favorite 
purchases) so that the children learn the importance of recy-
cling water. No need to fill up our watering cans from a sink 
or hose, now the children just use rainwater to care for their 
plants. This summer we enjoyed nature even in the rain and 
heat. We collected insects, dug for worms, ran through the 
sprinklers, and used our water pumping water tables. We ex-
plored water measurement, water movement, and more with 
these awesome STEM tables. Perhaps the children’s favorite 
part of the summer outdoors was and is always MUD. My sin-
cerest apologies for that on the patio! Not only is one of our 
favorite camp songs “I Love Mud”, but we also love to play in 
it as that is a huge sensory experience. Our summer always 
focuses on nature, being in the great outdoors, imagination, 
no stress and giving each child a care-free relaxed summer 
filled with joy, love, learning, and nature!
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 Traveling with Purpose: Expanding Horizons and Jewish Connections
   One of the back-to-school high-
lights for me is hearing how people 
spent their summer. Whether it is 
camp, staying local and enjoying the 
slower pace,  or traveling domestical-
ly or internationally, the experiences 
seem to enrich our lives. When I was 
a child, my family regularly enjoyed a 
Floridian or Caribbean vacation dur-
ing school breaks. When I was in col-

lege, I had the incredible opportunity to spend a summer in 
the south of France, living with an observant Sephardic family, 
fully immersing myself in the language and culture.  Truth be 
told, I chose this family because I knew they would not serve 
“lapin” (rabbit) and I later learned they chose me because I 
spoke Hebrew. The experience was nothing short of exhilarat-
ing. Being able to live in France Jewishly brought everything 
I had learned up to that point to life. It was not just about 
the academics; it was about how travel expanded my mind in 
ways that I could never have imagined. 
	 Today, my husband and I travel frequently overseas in 
search of what I call the “Jewish angle.” There is something 
about being in another country, visiting Jewish communities 
and synagogues, eating in kosher restaurants, taking Jewish 
tours and watching Jewish people go about their daily lives.  
In Amsterdam I witnessed a Pro-Palestinian group in an open 
square spouting rhetoric with a Pro-Israel group standing 
alongside them confidently shouting for their cause. It was a 

Religious School Gina Giuffre, Director

heated moment, and temperatures were high, but it was ami-
cable. There was a striking resemblance and yet, there were 
distinct differences from the U.S. At a time when antisemitism 
is on the rise worldwide, it is important to witness that Jewish 
communities are active and thriving in nearly every country.   
This past summer I visited Rome and stood outside watch-
ing parents collect their children as they were dismissed from 
a Jewish Day School. It was an emotional moment for me. I 
found the moment reassuring and inspirational.  Last Oct. 6th, 
I celebrated Simchat Torah in London with complete strang-
ers. It reminded me that no matter where you go, the warmth 
and connection of the Jewish community is always present.
	 Statistics show we are at the peak of travel since the pan-
demic, with more and more families realizing the value of 
exposing their children to diverse lifestyles and cultures. It 
is these intangible and indelible marks that travel leave on 
us that make it so important, especially for our children. Of 
course, we need to be smart about where and how we travel 
in today’s climate, but we shouldn’t allow fear to keep us from 
exploring the world and enriching our lives and the lives of our 
children through travel. When we expose ourselves and our 
children to Jewish life outside of the United States, we are, in 
a sense, protecting our future. We are building perspective, 
and connections, giving them the souvenir of Jewish pride 
and solidarity. These experiences remind us that the Jewish 
world is not restricted to Long Island or New York. I encourage 
you to seek out Jewish contributions in any country you visit.  
It is a gift that keeps giving long after the trip has ended. 



MAZEL TOV:
Amy Sobin on the birth of her granddaughter, Joanna Grace 
born to Andrew & Amy Sobin
Maxine & Rob Fisher on the birth of their grandson Jacob 
Ryder Bedwinek, son of Stacy & Mark Bedwinek
Joanne & Peter Cohn in honor of the marriage of their son 
Aaron Cohn to Taryn Ariel
Adrienne and Bernie Rosof in honor of the birth of their great 
granddaughter Bennie Rose Loeb

Every member of HJC is entitled to a free grave in
HJC’s cemetery. Contact the office for information.
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Donations
GENERAL FUND
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer, Jordana, Jacob & Nina 
in honor of Jen & Scott Ingber for Alexandra’s engagement to Daniel 
Rosen
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer, Jordana, Jacob & Nina 
in memory of Lesley Hantverk’s mother 
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer, Jordana, Jacob & Nina 
in memory of  Rosalind Wertheim’s mother
Rabbi Tracy Kaplowitz & Dr. Jonathan Boxer, Jordana, Jacob & Nina 
in honor of Bruce & Alice Rosen on their 40th anniversary
Stephen & Liz Holbreich in memory of  David Zirkle at Yahrzeit  
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in honor of the engagement of Alexandra Ingber 
to Daniel Rosen
Ellen & Jay Steinberg in honor of the engagement of Emily Buchholtz 
to David Khalily
Roger Silverberg & Evelyn Abraham in memory of Ellen Carter, mother 
of Rosalind Wertheim 
Sarah & Jerry Saunders for the speedy recovery of Maxine Fisher
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in honor of Amy Sobin’s granddaughter 
Joanna Grace
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in honor of the engagement of Alexandra 
Ingber to Daniel Rosen
Sarah & Jerry Saunders in memory of Ellen Carter
David & Doris Schoenfarber in memory of Justin Schoenfarber at 
Yahrzeit
Leslie and Jack Rubin in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of 
Rosalind Wertheim
Leslie and Jack Rubin in memory of Sol Marenberg at Yahrzeit

CAMP RAMAH FUND
Judy & Lester Fox in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim
Judy & Lester Fox in honor of Maxine & Rob Fisher on the birth of their 
grandson Jacob Ryder Bedwinek

COLLEGIATE FUND
Liz & Stephen Holbreich in memory of Charlotte Zirkel at Yahrzeit 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (ETHEL SACHS) FUND
Andrea & Howard Dubow in memory of Jill Kimmel 

GARDEN FUND
Bruce & Alice Rosen in honor of the engagement of Alexandra Ingber 
to Daniel Rosen
Bruce & Alice Rosen in memory of in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of 
Rosalind Wertheim
Joel & Miriam Wirchin in honor of  Amy Sobin on the birth of her 
granddaughter, Joanna Grace born to Andrew and Amy Sobin. 
Joel & Miriam Wirchin in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim
Joel & Miriam Wirchin in memory of Toby Gerber, mother of 
Leslie Hantverk

INCLUSION FUND
Alan & Randi Schuller in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim
Miriam Eckstein-Koas in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim

ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT FUND
Adrienne and Bernie Rosof in honor of the birth of our great grand-
daughter Bennie Rose Loeb on Aug 11, 2024 

JEWISH NUTRITIONAL NETWORK
Suzanne Susskind in memory of Seymour Okwit
Suzanne Susskind in memory of Ellen Carter
David & Sue Lefkowitz in memory of Milfred Goldstein at Yahrzeit
David & Sue Lefkowitz in memory of Faye Goldstein at Yahrzeit
David & Sue Lefkowitz in memory of Lynda Cohen at Yahrzeit
David & Sue Lefkowitz in memory of Belle Lefkowitz at Yahrzeit
David & Sue Lefkowitz in memory of Samuel Lefkowitz at Yahrzeit
Roger Silverberg & Evelyn Abraham in honor of the birth of Maxine 
and Rob Fisher’s grandson, Jacob Ryder Bedwinek
Joel & Miriam Wirchin in honor of Maxine & Rob Fisher on the birth 
of their grandson Jacob Ryder Bedwinek

RABBI’S TZEDAKAH FUND
Joanne & Peter Cohn in honor of our son Aaron Cohn’s marriage to 
Taryn Ariel 
Joanne & Peter Cohn in memory of Ellen Carter, mother of Rosalind 
Wertheim

SELICHOT FUND
Jeanne Hirschfeld in honor of Gloria Safran
Marcia Leonard in honor of Gloria Safran
Susan Posnick in honor of Gloria Safran
Paul & Joan Cohen in honor of Gloria Safran
Kaye Weiss in honor of Gloria Safran
Joan & Arthur Tenser in honor of Gloria Safran
Martin & Marilyn Leibowitz in honor of Gloria Safran
Thomas & Vicki Rosen in honor of Gloria Safran
Stephen Greenberg in honor of Gloria Safran
Suzanne Susskind in honor of Gloria Safran
Lila Stern in honor of Gloria Safran
Susan Lustig in honor of Gloria Safra
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Friday, September 6th at 5:30 PMFriday, September 6th at 5:30 PM
in the back courtyardin the back courtyard

If the weather is inclement the event will be in the Social Hall.

Everyone Welcome!Everyone Welcome!  

HJCHJC
Shabbarbecue!Shabbarbecue!

Kabbalat Shabbat will be at 7:30 pmKabbalat Shabbat will be at 7:30 pm

$20 p/p, $50 per family/BYOKB (bring your own kosher bottle)$20 p/p, $50 per family/BYOKB (bring your own kosher bottle)  

This event is being catered by Woodbury Kosher.This event is being catered by Woodbury Kosher.
Vegetarian options will be available.Vegetarian options will be available.

This event is being cosponsored by the Ethel Sachs Engagement Fund, 
the Herskovitz Family Fund and Sisterhood.

  RSVP by Scanning the QR CodeRSVP by Scanning the QR Code
 or this link:  https://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/hjc-shabbarbeque.html or this link:  https://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/hjc-shabbarbeque.html

Join us for an evening of delicious food, Join us for an evening of delicious food, 
schmoozing with your HJC Family schmoozing with your HJC Family 

and stay for Kabbalat Shabbat Services!and stay for Kabbalat Shabbat Services!
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Men’s Club & The Israel Engagement Committee 
presents:

Brunch and Learn 
Sunday September 15 at 11 am

Or Shaked is a passionate advocate for Israel 
on the global stage. With over a decade of 
professional experience in Jewish, Israeli, and 
foreign affairs, he uses his strong interpersonal, 
intercultural, and organizational skills to develop 
strategic relationships, bring disparate parties 
together to build consensus, and deliver compelling 
messaging. Or currently serves as Deputy Director 
of the American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise 
(AICE). He previously served as a Human Rights 
Advisor and Elections Officer at Israel’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN and as a Protocol Assistant 
at Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Or holds a 
Master’s degree in Management and Public Policy 
from Hebrew University’s Honors Program and 
a B.A. in International Relations and Business 
Management.”
He is the son-in-law of longtime HJC members 
Cindy and Moti Dolgin.

“The Impact of the US Election on Israel 
in a Time of War”

Guest speaker Or Shaked

This will be a nuanced perspective based on facts and statements 
without political bias. 

Join by scanning the QR code

or RSVP to:  
https://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/the-impact-of-the-us-election-on-israel-in-a-time-of-war.html           
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HJC Adult Education Presents:

Questions?  Nancy Cooper: Nancyberlow@gmail.com / Phone 516-356-7109

RSVP at: hhttps://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/adult-education-program-with-dan-danson-.html
Please indicate if you will be attending in person or by zoom

Dan Danson, Rabbi Emeritus of Mt. Sinai Congregation 
in Northern Wisconsin (Wausau), and now a member at HJC, 

will discuss his experiences and observations 
from 30 years working in a rural setting. 

Tuesday, Sept 17th at 7:30pm
In person and hybrid

Jewish Life in Rural America

Dan’s synagogue served 15 counties where there 
was a vibrant Jewish life, despite the small number 
of Jews in the area. His presentation will include 
part of a documentary in which his synagogue was 
featured, and he will share observations  about 
the challenges and rewards of being part of a very 
small Jewish community. In an America where less 
than half of all Jews belong to a synagogue, Mt. 
Sinai had an affiliation rate of 75%. We’ll look at 
why people belonged in such large numbers and 
the ‘slice’ of the American Jewish community they 
represented. He’ll also look at the often surprising 
place of the synagogue in the life of the region 
and the changes he saw over 30 years.  
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SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!

HJCHJC
Selichot Selichot 
ProgramProgram

  

Memorial Plaque Memorial Plaque 
Dedication ServicesDedication Services

Saturday, September 28, 2024Saturday, September 28, 2024
8:30 PM8:30 PM

musical appearance by musical appearance by 

Tizmoret A Cappella from Queens CollegeTizmoret A Cappella from Queens College
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HJC Youth Group & Sisterhood Present:

Challah Baking 
with Dr. Challah!

(featuring HJC congregant Dr. Billy Wertheim)

You love their hamantaschen, 
come bake challah with HJC Sisterhood!

Sunday, Sept. 29th 12:00-1:30 pm
Open to students in Grades 3-7 only

$23/per student (includes a pizza lunch)

https://hjc.shulcloud.com/event/youth-program-grades-3-7.html
If you need accommodations to be able to fully participate in this event, please notify Rachel in the front office or Rabbi Rosin
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SUKKOTSUKKOT
BEGINS OCTOBER 16BEGINS OCTOBER 16

Order your lulav and etrog Order your lulav and etrog 
from HJC!from HJC!

Deluxe: $53
Standard: $43

Please order by September 30th.

Order by scanning the QR code 
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From the Ben Tasman HJC Library Tyna Strenger

Usually I write here  about a few books, maybe even a dozen books, but this month as 
we’re heading into the New Year and the High Holidays, I’m thinking BIG. I’m thinking let’s 
write about a thousand books..perhaps  even 2500 books! Well, that’s about how many 
titles we have in the data system of the HJC Ben Tasman Library...not even counting the 
‘Reference’ titles that aren’t  generally available for circulation.

When we rebuilt the Library the Committee decided 
not to use the Dewey Decimal System as it would have 
meant everything would be in the 900 figures assigned 
to Jewish/Judaica books. Since that is the only ‘type’ 
of books we planned to house, we decided to use the 
“subject” method instead. Basically our collection falls 
into three types: Fiction; Non-Fiction and Reference. 
Fiction is self-explanatory as is Reference, plus 
whatever we deem it to be. The Non-Fiction (NF) was 
broken down in the following way:

ANTIsemitism	 ISRael		
BIOgraphy	 JUDaism		
COOKbooks	 LIFE cycle		
HALacha	 PHILosophy	    	
HIStory	 POEtry	      	
HOLidays	 RELigion  	   	
HOLOcaust	 TALmud   	         	
HUMor 	 THEOlogy
IMMigration	 YIDdish

                		
                                  	
The categories that clearly overlap will have to be reconfigured but at present this 
represents the various subjects in our collection. The ARTS or OverSize books are on 
a separate shelf. The shelves are marked with the above subject titles, and since it’s 
a relatively small room should be easily located. 

There is currently not a direct access to our database for members, but if you are 
trying to find if a title/author is in our collection, please email hjclibrary@gmail.com 
and I will try to find it for you.

This article was written to explain how to get around inside our Library, and I hope 
it is helpful.

Next article will describe how to get into the Library.
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HUNTINGTON JEWISH CENTER 
510 Park Avenue, Huntington, New York 11743 

TRIBUTE FUNDS - DONATION FORM 

GENERAL & BUILDING FUNDS 
GENERAL FUND - supports HJC services and operations.  

EMERGENCY SECURITY FUND – maintains the safety of congregants, 
schools, and sta . 

RITUAL ENHANCEMENTS ( SIDDUR, HUMASH, TORAH, DAILY 
MINYAN ) FUND- supports materials, books, and spaces for prayer. 

KOL NIDRE APPEAL – annual invitation to contribute to HJC. 

GARDEN FUND – beautifies HJC grounds. 

LIBRARY (BEN TASMAN) FUND - maintains and supports library books 
and materials.  
TREE OF LIFE - ($360 minimum contribution). purchases a leaf to  
commemorate a life cycle event. 

EDUCATION & YOUTH FUNDS 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND - supports ECC activities,    projects, 
and teacher development. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND - supports Religious School activities, 
projects, and teacher development. 

CAMP RAMAH ( DAVID S. ROSENMAN ) FUND- provides scholarships for 
children to attend Camp Ramah. 

ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP (DONALD L. GORDON) FUND-provides 
scholarships for children to travel to Israel. 

SCHECHTER FUND - provides scholarships for children to attend the 
Schechter School of Long Island. 

SCHOOL SPECIAL PROJECTS (ARNIE KERNS MEMORIAL) FUND- 
supports special projects in the ECC and Religious Schools. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION (EDWARD SPEVACK KOCHAVIM) FUND – 
supports Special Education programs and needs. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND - supports extracurricular youth activities, 
organizations, and programming. 

COMMUNITY & CONGREGATION FUNDS 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND – pays for speakers and programs. 

SHABBAT KIDDUSH FUND- pays for food and supplies. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (ETHEL SACHS) FUND – provides financial 
suppor t that engages the congregation and community.  

COLLEGIATE FUND – pays for holiday packages and mailings to college 
students. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FUND –  Shemirat Ha'Adamah - preserving the 
Environment. 

INCLUSION FUND – helps ensure that ALL people can access prayer and 
communal experiences. 

ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT FUND - supports Israel related education and  

quality programming. 

JEWISH NUTRITION NETWORK – provides food for the needy in the community.  

SOCIAL ACTION FUND – supports programs and activities to ensure equity, 
honor, and dignity for all human beings. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND – promotes congregational understanding about race, 
ethnicity, diversity, and inclusion. 

CLERGY FUNDS 
RABBI HOSPITALITY FUND – provides food and materials for the 
Rabbi to host and connect with congregants.  

RABBI PROGRAMMING FUND – allows the Rabbi to offer and 
promote discretionary programs and activities. 

RABBI TZEDAKAH FUND - provides funds for the Rabbi to contribute 
to and support charitable causes. 

  

 

Date:   Please direct my contribution of $  to the      Fund. 

Name:    Phone Number: ( )    

Address:      Zip Code:    

In Honor of:         

 

In Memory of:   
 

Speedy recovery to:   

PAYMENT INFORMATION: I have enclosed a check in the amount of $  payable to the Huntington Jewish Center. 

Please bill my Visa / Master Card / AmEx Credit Card #    Expiration Date:   

Card Security Code (3 digits on back of Visa / Master Card or 4 digits on front of AmEx)    E-mail:  

COMMUNITY & CONGREGATION FUNDS 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND - pays for speakers and programs. 

SHABBAT KIDDUSH FUND - pays for food and supplies. 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (ETHEL SACHS) FUND - provides 
financial support that engages the congregation and community.  
COLLEGIATE FUND - pays for holiday packages and mailings to 
college students. 
ENVIRONMENTAL FUND - Shemirat Ha’Adamah - preserving the 
Environment. 
INCLUSION FUND - helps ensure that ALL people can access 
prayer and communal experiences. 
ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT FUND - supports Israel related education 
and quality programming. 
JEWISH NUTRITION NETWORK - provides food for the needy in 
the community.  
SOCIAL ACTION FUND - supports programs and activities to 
ensure equity, honor, and dignity for all human beings. 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND - promotes congregational 
understanding about race, ethnicity, diversity, and inclusion.  

CLERGY FUNDS 
RABBI HOSPITALITY FUND - provides food and materials for the 
Rabbi to host and connect with congregants.  
RABBI PROGRAMMING FUND - allows the Rabbi to offer and 
promote discretionary programs and activities. 
RABBI TZEDAKAH FUND - provides funds for the Rabbi to 
contribute to and support charitable causes.

GENERAL & BUILDING FUNDS 
GENERAL FUND - supports HJC services and operations.  
EMERGENCY SECURITY FUND - maintains the safety of 
congregants, schools, and staff. 
RITUAL ENHANCEMENTS ( SIDDUR, HUMASH, TORAH, DAILY 
MINYAN ) FUND - supports materials, books, and spaces for prayer. 

KOL NIDRE APPEAL - annual invitation to contribute to HJC. 

GARDEN FUND - beautifies HJC grounds. 
LIBRARY (BEN TASMAN) FUND - maintains and supports library 
books and materials.  
TREE OF LIFE - ($360 minimum contribution). purchases a leaf to 
commemorate a life cycle event. 

EDUCATION & YOUTH FUNDS 
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND - supports ECC activities,    
projects, and teacher development. 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND - supports Religious School activities, 
projects, and teacher development. 
CAMP RAMAH ( DAVID S. ROSENMAN ) FUND - 
provides scholarships for children to attend Camp Ramah. 
ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP (DONALD L. GORDON) FUND - 
provides scholarships for children to travel to Israel. 
SCHECHTER FUND - provides scholarships for children to attend 
the Schechter School of Long Island. 
SCHOOL SPECIAL PROJECTS (ARNIE KERNS MEMORIAL) FUND 
- supports special projects in the ECC and Religious Schools. 
SPECIAL EDUATION (EDWARD SPEVACK KOCHAVIM) FUND -  
supports Special Education programs and needs. 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND - supports extracurricular youth activities, 
organizations, and programming.   
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Facilities at the Huntington Jewish Center 
are available to rent for your special event.

KIDDUSH LOUNGE, FAMILY LIFE ROOM, LIBRARY
Do you need a room for an organizational meeting or a family get-together? 

The Huntington Jewish Center can provide a facility to meet your needs.
	 FACILITY RENTAL:
	 When HJC building is already open....................................$300
	 Special opening of the HJC building..................................$500

	 SECURITY FEE:
	 We require the use of a security guard at our facility. 
	 .Cost to pay the security guard for the hours used:.....$43.75/hour, minimum 3 hours

	 SET UP & CLEAN UP FEE:
	 .Cleaning of the facilities before and after the event..... $100

There is a 3 hour minimum and 8 hour maximum for use of the facility

SOCIAL HALL
For large meetings, B’Nei Mitzvah parties, wedding receptions, 

or other significant events where a larger facility is required.
		  FACILITY RENTAL:
		  When HJC building is already open............................... $1150
		  Special opening of the HJC building...............................$1270

		  SECURITY FEE:
		  We require the use of a security guard at our facility. 
		  Cost to pay the security guard for the hours used:.....$43.75/hour, minimum 3 hours

		  SET UP & CLEAN UP FEE:
		  Cleaning of the facilities before and after the event.....$150

There is a 3 hour minimum and 8 hour maximum for use of the facility

To use any facility and for detailed information contact Rachel Gritz:
rgritz@hjcny.org  •  631-427-1089

Only open to Members of HJC
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OUR CULINARY LEGACY COOKBOOK MAKES A 
GREAT GIFT.
If you are looking to add some new holiday or everyday recipes, the 
Culinary Legacy Cookbook should be your source.  There are interesting 
stories as well from our HJC Community.   The cost is $36 a book or $44 if 
you would like it shipped.   You can order online https://hjcny.org/hjc-cookbook/ 
or send a check payable to HJC Sisterhood to HJC and mark attention Sisterhood Cookbook. 

BAGS WITH CULINARY LEGACY COOKBOOK
If you are looking for a gift to give family or friends, in addition to the cookbook, buy a Grocery Bag ($5) with 
the Cookbook logo. 
Please contact Evelyn Abraham if you have any questions about making donations and ordering the 
Cookbook, Apron or Grocery Bag. evelyn_abraham@optonline.net

Our Culinary Legacy Cookbook


